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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL… 

 

Dear Students: 

It’s always an exciting time to choose your courses for the next school year.  Please give 
considerable thought to your selections. Not only do you need to choose classes to meet 
graduation requirements, you also have an opportunity to try something different; to 
discover a hidden talent or realize a new direction. Challenge yourself, explore a career 
possibility, and learn a skill that will serve you well in life. 

Furthermore, I encourage and challenge you to take Advanced Placement courses or an Early 
College Experience course which allows you to earn college credit while in high school. 
Courses in the Arts, Computer Sciences, Culinary, Manufacturing, and Music will help you 
develop lifelong skills while providing exciting career opportunities. All seniors must complete 
a mandatory one-credit Senior Capstone/Mastery Based Learning Project. 

You will all be required to complete 25 credits in order to graduate. Juniors, remember that 
this is the most important year when it comes to applying for college. Work closely with your 
school counselor and teachers in order to steer your ship in a positive direction. They will 
advise you on selecting your courses. Also, talk to parents and family members for ideas and 
inspiration. A timely return of your registration documents will enhance your opportunities 
for getting all the courses you request. 

For most people, high school is the last occasion for a free, public education. Try taking new 
courses and you may find it will lead you to a new career path or help you discover a new life 
passion. If you try a course and realize it is not the right fit for you, you did not spend 
anything to try it. What a great opportunity! Take advantage of it while you can! 

Mr. McKenna 
Principal 
Parish Hill High School 
tmckenna@parishhill.org 
860 455-9584 
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CHAPLIN, HAMPTON, SCOTLAND 
REGIONAL DISTRICT #11 

CORE VALUES AND BELIEFS 
 

We believe students learn best and become contributing, productive members of society through: 
 

 Highly engaging, rigorous and relevant instruction 
 Varied educational experiences 
 An environment that allows them to grow academically, socially, and personally 
 Participation within a safe school climate 

 
21st Century Learning Expectations 
 
Academic 
Students will: 

 Demonstrate effective communication 
 Use information, media and technology effectively and responsibly 
 Demonstrate the ability to effectively apply problem solving skills across the curriculum 
 Become independent and self-directed learners 
 Attain the skills and habits for college and career readiness 

 
Civic/Social 
Students will: 

 Apply decision making/problem solving skills in social/civic areas 
 Handle social situations with respect and responsibility toward others 
 Demonstrate responsibility for their own behavior and actions 
 Contribute to the welfare of others 

 
Characteristics of a Parish Hill Pirate 

P Problem Solver 
I Independent 
R Respectful and responsible 
A Academic achiever 
T Technologically proficient 
E Effective communicator 
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SCHOOL COUNSELING 

The School Counseling Department at Parish Hill offers a comprehensive program designed to assist students in 
planning for their future. The program consists of personal, social, academic, and career counseling. Evening 
programs for students and parents are scheduled periodically throughout the year. School counselors conduct 
lessons in classrooms throughout the year, especially addressing career exploration and post-secondary 
planning. Students and parents should feel free to contact the counselors concerning any questions they may 
have at 860 455-9584 or via email. 

To disseminate information necessary for career decision making, the school counselors provide books, 
pamphlets, visitations by representatives of colleges, business, industry and the military, interviews by 
independent and state schools and access to computer information. Information is also available via the Parish 
Hill web-site www.parishhill.org. 

CURRICULUM 

Curriculum choices will be determined by the student’s previous record, teacher recommendations and student 
goals. Parish Hill High School is very proud of the comprehensive elective program it offers. Students are 
strongly encouraged to participate in courses in the fine and vocational arts departments. The Art and Music 
Departments offer a variety of enriching courses for students of all ability levels.  Family and Consumer Sciences 
and Technology Departments offer a wide range of subjects appropriate for all students. Many of these courses 
are particularly beneficial for students planning to attend a two or four-year college. Colleges recommend that 
students take a broad variety of courses that will enhance their academic prowess, technological ability and 
computer literacy. Additional elective courses must be taken to complete the total credit requirement for 
graduation. 

Students and parents are urged to give careful consideration to the program of studies. Students will have an 
opportunity to confer with teachers and school counselors regarding their selection of courses. Every effort will 
be made to provide a program which meets the needs and interests of the individual student.   

 

MINIMUM COURSE LOAD 

Each quarter students are required to carry a course load of 6 credits (no more than one period of study hall). 
Course credit is assigned on the basis of meeting times per week. Courses meeting the equivalent of five periods 
per week, 45 minutes per period for a full year, receive one credit. Courses which meet less frequently receive 
prorated credit. 

• Students will not be allowed to take two English courses at the same time unless approval is granted by 
the principal. 

• Alternative courses or programs must be approved by a School Counselor and the Principal prior to 
implementation, if the student is to receive credits toward graduation or if the program requires time to 
be missed from the normal school day. A typed proposal with supporting reasons and details must be 
submitted through the student’s School Counselor to the Principal.   

• Qualified Juniors and Seniors may enroll in tuition-free college credit courses at CT Community College 
through the Partnership Program or Eastern Connecticut State University through the WHIP Program if 
they meet qualifications and get permission from Administration. College courses taken through a 
Partnership Program will not receive high school credit from Parish Hill, but students will earn college 
credits that are typically transferrable to other colleges/universities. 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

The credit requirements for graduation at Parish Hill High School are a total of 25 credits in the following 

areas: 

Humanities (Arts/Civics) ......................................................................... 9.0 credits to include: 

English 4.0 

Social Studies                                   1.0 World History 

                                                            .5 Civics/Govt. 

                                                            1.0 US History 

World Language 1.0 

Fine Arts (Art and/or Music) 1.0 

Financial Literacy .5   

 

STEM (Science, Tech, Engineering & Math) .............................................. 9.0 credits to include: 

Mathematics 3.0 (including Algebra 1 & Geometry) 

Science 3.0 (including 1 Life Science and 1 Physical Science credit) 

Additional STEM 3.0 

 

Physical Education 1.0 

Health & Safety 1.0 

Senior Capstone Project/ 

Mastery Based Assessment 1.0 
 
Electives/Additional Classes 4.0 
 
Total for Graduation 25.0 
 
High school students will have the opportunity to earn .25 credits each year upon successful completion/
participation in Advisory. 
 

Online courses may fulfill requirements in any area/department depending on course content. 

 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL  

High school students will have 10 school days at the beginning of each semester to make changes to their 

schedule (any changes after that, due to special circumstances, must be approved by administration).  Students 

with a grade below a 65 in an Honors or AP Class at the end of Semester 1 will be required to have a meeting  

with teachers, parents, and counselors or administration to determine continued placement in the class, The 

grade for any course dropped by a student after four weeks into a year-long course is recorded as 

“W” (withdrawn) for the final grade on the student’s transcript. 
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PROMOTION CRITERIA 

Students must obtain the following number of credits in order to be considered a part of the Sophomore class. 

 A minimum of 3 credits including English 1 

Students must obtain the following number of credits in order to be considered a part of the Junior class. 

 A minimum of 10 credits including English 1 & 2 

Students must obtain the following number of credits in order to be considered a part of the Senior class. 

 A minimum of 17 credits including English 1, 2 & 3 

 

CLASS RANK 

Class rank is required by a number of higher educational institutions and is determined at the end of each 

academic year.  Calculation of Valedictorian and Salutatorian for Graduation is determined at the end of 3rd 

quarter, senior year. 

Class rank at Parish Hill High School is based on a weighted system as recommended by universities and 

professional organizations. In this system, the grades for courses which determine rank in class are assigned 

quality points based on the difficulty of the courses. 

Class rank is based on a weighted scale. The table illustrates the weights by which class rank will be determined. 

Physical Education is not included in class rank.  Class rank and GPA is based on credits earned and is only 

updated at the end of the semester or year. 

Weighted Quality Points for each level 

Grade  All Heterogeneous   Honors  AP/UCONN ECE 

A+   4.3        4.8    5.3 
A   4.0        4.5    5.0 
A-   3.7        4.2    4.7 
B+   3.3        3.8    4.3 
B   3.0        3.5    4.0 
B-   2.7        3.2    3.7 
C+   2.3        2.8    3.3 
C   2.0        2.5    3.0 
C-   1.7        2.2    2.7 
D+   1.3        1.8    2.3 
D   1.0        1.5    2.0 
D-   0.7        1.2    1.7 
F   0.0        0.0    0.0 
 
 
Note: This quality point scale is not used to calculate honor roll. 
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CAREER PATHWAY ELECTIVE COURSES 

Manufacturing Technological Design 
Advanced Technological Design 
Intro to Manufacturing 

Architecture and Construction Construction Technology 
Technological Design 
Advanced Technological Design 
Advanced Construction Technology 

Humanities AP English Language 
AP English Literature & Composition 
Film Studies 
Contemporary Literature 
Creative Writing 
Philosophy 
Sociology 
Psychology 
Economics 
AP US History 
AP Psychology (Online Course) 
AP US Government (Online Course) 
Spanish 1-4 
AP/UCONN ECE Spanish 5 

Computer Science Exploring Computer Science 
AP Computer Science Principles 
AP Computer Science A 

Culinary Sciences Culinary 1 - Introduction to Foods 
Culinary 2 - Advanced Foods 
Culinary 3  
Independent Culinary IV 
Baking and Pastries 
Experimental Foods 

Health Sciences  Anatomy & Physiology 
Honors and/or AP Biology 
Honors Physics 
Honors Chemistry 
UCONN ECE Kinesiology  
Health 
Health 2 
 

COLLEGE/CAREER PATHWAYS 
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* We offer additional courses through Edmentum Courseware online learning for each of these pathways. 
Please reach out to your student’s counselor for more information.  

STEM  Science: 
Honors Integrated Science 
Honors Biology 
AP Biology 
Honors Chemistry 
Honors Physics 
AP Environmental Science 
Anatomy & Physiology 
Zoology 
Forensics 1  
Forensics 2 
 
Mathematics:  
Algebra 1  
Honors Geometry 
Honors Algebra II 
Honors Precalculus 
AP Calculus AB 
AP Statistics 
Financial Literacy 
AP Macroeconomics (Online Course) 
 

Fine Arts Music/Performing Arts: 
Concert Band 
Concert Choir  
Intro to Guitar 
Piano 1 & 2 
Music Theory 
Music Technology 
Video Production 
 
Visual Arts: 
Foundations of Art 1 
Foundations of Art 2 
Graphic Design/Digital Media 
2D Art 
3D Art 
Studio Art 
Photography 
AP Studio Art 
AP Art History (Online Course) 
Digital Art (Online Course) 
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GUIDELINES FOR POST SECONDARY EDUCATION 

It is important to plan a four-year program at Parish Hill that will enable students to experience success and 

accomplish long term goals. In order to meet these goals, students are encouraged to meet with their school 

counselor to explore various options regarding post-secondary programs. In order to aid the students, various 

tools are available including the Naviance online career/college program. 

Types of schools a student may attend after graduation from high school. 

Besides the options of going directly to work or into a branch of the military, the following are general 

guidelines from which to work when you are considering training beyond high school. Parents and students with 

questions regarding their course selections and career / college goals for the upcoming years should consult 

with their school counselor to develop a plan which can take into account their strengths and weaknesses in 

conjunction with future plans. 

I. Certificate program in areas such as Advanced Manufacturing, Mechatronics, Home Health Care, Auto 
Body Technician, etc. 
These types of programs generally require a high school diploma or GED without any specified high 
school course work. Students must take at least the minimum number of credits for graduation regular 
department distribution requirements to be eligible for such programs. Electives should be taken in 
closely aligned fields to the field the student wants to work in. 
 

II. Two year Associate Degree program/Community Colleges 
These types of programs require a high school diploma or GED. 
Courses in college preparatory math and science should be taken for a minimum of 3 years. Certificate 
and transfer programs as well as Associates Degrees are offered. Students entering a community college 
are expected to be at an Algebra II math level. 
 

III. Four year Bachelor Degree program 
This is the same as II above but with the following qualifiers: You are encouraged to take a minimum of 3 
consecutive years of a Foreign Language, but if you can take a 4th or 5th year, and enjoy and do well in 
them, it shows commitment beyond the minimum, which is looked upon favorably by college 
administrations. If you’re going into a math and or science related major such as Nursing, Pre-Med., 
Dentistry, Veterinary, Dietetics, Pharmacy and any of the therapies you should take 4-5 years of college 
preparatory math and 4 years of college preparatory science. Students who intend to major in the Visual 
Arts may be required to submit an art portfolio. An interview with the head of the Department of Art 
may also be required. Students who intend to seek a degree in music will be required to demonstrate 
musical proficiency through an audition and test.  
 

For programs not listed above, information may be obtained from the school counseling department. 
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses are rigorous courses offered in a variety of academic areas. The courses are 

designed to prepare students for college level expectations. Students will be prepared to take the College Board 

Advanced Placement exam in May. Students who score a 3 or higher on the exam are potentially eligible to 

receive college credit. Parish Hill High School encourages all students to challenge themselves and consider 

participating in these courses, even if you start with only one AP course next year. Advanced Placement courses 

on a student transcript are highly desirable for college admissions and a testament to a student’s motivation 

and effort. Students may elect to take Honors and AP courses as long as prerequisites are met.  Academic 

progress will be monitored and a meeting will be held if a student is not meeting minimum academic 

requirements. Parish Hill High School offers Advanced Placement courses in the following areas: Calculus, 

Statistics, English Literature and Composition, English Language, Environmental Science, Biology, Spanish, US 

History,  Computer Science Principles, AP Computer Science A, and Art. 

 

 

COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 

Parish Hill High School is a partner with the University of Connecticut Early College Experience Program, offering 

the opportunity to earn college credit.  Parish Hill also has partnerships with Eastern through the WHIP Program 

and CT Community College through their partnership program.  School Counselors will make eligible students 

aware of college credit/partnership opportunities. 

 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 

Our library collection supports both the middle and high school curriculum as well as our students’ pleasure-

reading needs. Our fiction section is organized by genre to help students find books they will enjoy, and our 

catalog can be accessed online through Destiny Discover. We also have a growing digital collection of over 800 

ebooks and audiobooks through Sora, the student reading app. 

 

To support students’ research needs, Parish Hill subscribes to a number of online databases such as 

CultureGrams, ProQuest eLibrary, Bloom’s Literature, Today’s Science, and more. Login information is available 

on the library’s Online Research webpage. Students and staff also have access to Research It CT – the CT Digital 

Library – which includes newspapers, popular magazines, and numerous databases. 

 

The library has a brand new makerspace where students can complete a variety of hands-on and collaborative 

projects. Students may come to the library as a group with their classroom teacher to do research or use the 

makerspace, or they may come individually with passes from their teachers. Students receive instruction in 

library use in collaboration with their classroom teachers. 

 

The library is open after school for students to study, read, play board games, work on projects, or use the 

makerspace. The library also hosts afterschool book clubs and a makerspace club. 



12 

 

Foundations of Art 1 is a semester course that provides an introduction to visual art at the high school 

level.  While developing an understanding of the elements of design, emphasis is placed on exposure to a 

variety of artists, materials, and techniques. Areas of study include drawing, painting, sculpture and 

printmaking. The course is open to all high schoolers and is appropriate for all students. Foundations of Art I is 

the prerequisite for future art courses.  

AF51 FOUNDATIONS OF ART 1 .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

AF521 FOUNDATIONS OF ART 2 .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

A2D1 TWO DIMENSIONAL ART/DRAWING .5 Credit Grades 10-12 

A3D1 THREE DIMENSIONAL ART/POTTERY .5 Credit Grades 10-12 

This course includes three-dimensional experiences in both ceramics and sculptural media. A variety of 

sculptural techniques will be explored using media such as clay, wire, and plaster. Both representative and 

abstract works will be explored.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Foundations of Art 

This is a comprehensive course exploring a wide range of two dimensional techniques and media, with a focus 

on specific artists, art movements; including Surrealism, Post-Impressionism, Pop Art, Op Art, and Pointillism 

and the techniques used. Students will perfect their observational skills, plan their compositions, and work on 

color and space.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Foundations of Art 

Foundations of Art 2 is a semester course that expands on the skills learned in Foundations of Art I. There 

is  continued focus on the elements of design, and includes an experience with a range of media, techniques and 

exposure to the historical artists who used them.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Foundations of Art 

ART  

TWB1 GRAPHIC DESIGN/DIGITAL MEDIA .5 Credit Grade 10 - 12 

This advanced semester course is preparation for secondary education or the work force. It introduces the 

elements of design and typography to produce and prepare designs for print and online The course exposes 

students to professional design programming such as Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign.  
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ASA1 STUDIO ART 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

APH1 PHOTOGRAPHY/DIGITAL MEDIA .5 Credit Grades 11-12 

AP15 LEVEL 5 1 Credit Grades 11-12 DRAWING 

AP25 TWO DIMENSIONAL DESIGN LEVEL 5 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

AP35 THREE DIMENSIONAL DESIGN LEVEL 5 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

In this year long course, students will begin with advanced projects that increase conceptual and problem 

solving skills. This course is an introduction to AP as well. Students engage in long-term units; requiring 

research, and critical dialogue. This course offers directions in art projects that can be a preparation for AP 

Studio Art in Drawing, Two Dimension, or Three Dimensional Art. The course offers the opportunity to begin 

building a portfolio or body of work for AP Studio Art college credit for the following year.  

Prerequisite: 1 previous Art credit 

The main focus of this course is to learn to use the camera in a professional and artistic way including a studio 

experience. Students will learn to use digital cameras, studio lighting and the basics of the software program, 

Adobe Photoshop. This will assist them in editing and altering images. Mixed-media techniques will also be 

explored. Cameras are provided for this class  

These full year Advanced Placement classes will prepare and equip the serious art student with a portfolio in 

either Drawing, Two Dimensional Design or Three Dimensional Design for the AP exam. Course choices include: 

In this studio course, the student will develop three areas for their portfolio: 

1. The Breadth Section—works that represent a variety of media and techniques completed through direct 
observation, imagination, and creativity. 

2. The Concentration Section—a series of works on a theme that student develops (with the guidance of 
the teacher) which will result in a serious body of work. 

3. The Quality Section—a grouping of the student’s best work, which is taken from the Breadth or 
Concentration sections. 

Students who take these courses will also develop a working portfolio for college and art school interviews, 
applications, and scholarships. 

 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART CLASSES   
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This course is an introduction to the basics of computer programming.  Students will begin by using MIT’s 
Scratch visual programming tool to learn basic concepts, then graduate to coding in Python.  Exploring 
Computer Science emphasizes programming that is geared toward making games, but students are also given 
the freedom to go wherever their curiosity leads them.  Through the use of high-interest activities students 
will become adept at finding their own answers to programming questions, planning and organizing their 
work, and mastering the problem solving process.  The primary focus of this course is to make computer 
science accessible and fun, with the goal of encouraging students to continue their computer science journey. 

BCSA5 AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES 1 Credit Grades 10-12 

AP Computer Science Principles is an introductory computing course in Javascript that introduces students to 
the foundational concepts of computer science and challenges them to explore how computing and 
technology can impact the world. Students will develop computational thinking vital for success across all 
disciplines, such as computational tools to analyze and study data and working with large data sets to analyze, 
visualize and draw conclusions from trends. Students learn to design and evaluate solutions and to apply 
computer science to solve problems through the development of algorithms and programs that interest them. 
More than a traditional introduction to programming, it is a rigorous, engaging, and approachable course that 
explores many of the foundational ideas of computing so all students understand how these concepts are 
transforming the world we live in. Students also learn how computing innovations and computing systems—
including the internet—work, explore their potential impacts, and contribute to a computing culture that is 
collaborative and ethical.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 1 and a willingness to work individually and in teams to solve 
problems. 

CCSA5 AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

AP Computer Science A is equivalent to a first-semester, college-level course in computer science. The course 
introduces students to computer science with fundamental topics that include problem solving, design 
strategies and methodologies, organization of data (data structures), approaches to processing data 
(algorithms), analysis of potential solutions, and the ethical and social implications of computing. The course 
emphasizes both object-oriented and imperative problem solving and design using Java language. These 
techniques represent proven approaches for developing solutions that can scale up from small, simple 
problems to large, complex problems. The AP Computer Science A course curriculum is compatible with many 
CS1 courses in colleges and universities. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 1 and 2 and AP Computer Science Principles. 

CSD1  EXPLORING COMPUTER SCIENCE  .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

BUSINESS/COMPUTER SCIENCE  

This course explores the roles of business and marketing in the free enterprise system and the global 
economy. Instruction includes the basic principles of global competitiveness, economics, finance, marketing, 
human resources, communication and interpersonal skills and consumer choices. The goal is to provide 
students with exposure to a sampling of the many facets of the business world and have students become 
familiar with the concept of entrepreneurship and build a knowledge base of how to be successful in this 
area. Use of real world examples and simulations will  allow the students to have authentic experiences that 
promote critical thinking. 

  

BIB1 INTRO TO BUSINESS .5 Credit Grades 9-12 
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FC11A CULINARY 1—INTRODUCTION TO FOODS .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

FC21 CULINARY 2—ADVANCED FOODS 1 Credit Grades 10-12 

FBP1 BAKING AND PASTRIES .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

FC31 CULINARY 3 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

FEF1 EXPERIMENTAL  FOODS .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

This course deals with the study of individual foods, theirs use in meals, their nutritional value, and how to select 

and store them. The principles of cookery and methods of food preparation are studied. Updated journal/lab 

book, paper, tests and quizzes accompany lab activities. 

Be the best chef you can be! This culinary class is for students who have successfully 

completed Culinary 1. Culinary 2 will consist of continued skill improvement in 

fundamental cooking theories, techniques and nutrition decision-making. Real life 

restaurant preparation in the Pirate Cove is included. After school activities are required. 

Updated journal/lab book, paper, tests, and quizzes accompany lab activities. 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Culinary 1 

Industry based baking and pastry items will be covered. This culinary class is for students who have successfully 

completed FC11 and with the consent of the teacher. Laboratory experiences emphasize basic ingredients and 

production techniques in breads, rolls, basic cakes, pies, and pastries. Baking careers and specialties will also be 

explored. Real life restaurant preparation in the Pirate Cove is included. Afterschool and evening activities are 

required for this course. Updated journal/lab book, papers, tests, and quizzes accompany lab activities. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Culinary 1 

This culinary class is for students who have successfully completed Culinary 2 and with the consent of the 

teacher. Topics will be chosen by student and instructor to supplement current offerings in the Culinary 

Department. Students will undertake independent reading and research assignments and/or fieldwork with 

their employer. This course provides laboratory experiences specific to the topics chosen. Afterschool activities 

are required. Updated journal/lab book, papers, tests and quizzes accompany lab activities. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Culinary 2 

Welcome to " experimental foods", an exciting and investigational Culinary class, designed for high school 

students eager to delve into the fascinating world of experimenting with food. This class is designed to cultivate 

a spirit of curiosity, critical thinking, and hands-on exploration as students engage in various innovative activities 

across multiple culinary disciplines. 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Culinary 1 

CULINARY 
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EDMENTUM—ONLINE LEARNING .5 or 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

ISP1 
INDEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAM/TEACHING 

ASSISTANTS 
.5 or 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

Edmentum Courseware partners with schools to provide students learning opportunities that are personalized 
to serve each student’s different interests and learning style, no matter their level. Courseware expands 
students’ access to high quality curriculum and content by tapping into an extensive digital catalog. Core, 
Comprehensive, Honors, and Advanced Placement®, plus Credit Recovery for students who need extra help are 
available. Elective courses students have taken include: Early Childhood Education, Criminal Justice, Digital 
Photography, Gothic Literature, Entrepreneurship, etc. Courses are paced throughout a semester. Students are 
given a pacing guide, but it is their responsibility to pace themselves independently. A contract must be 
completed that is reviewed and approved by students, parents, teachers, school counselors and administration. 

Prerequisite: Courses offered at Parish Hill cannot be taken unless due to a schedule conflict in senior year 
and must have consent from the Principal . 

Student must be a responsible student with at least a 3.6 GPA in academic courses with a passing grade in all 
classes or permission from Administration.  Students who have previously taken an online class and dropped 
prior to completion or earned a grade less than a 75 will not be allowed to take an additional online class. 

The Independent Study Program is open to students in grades 11 and 12. Students enrolling in Independent 
Study Programs must complete an Application and Program Information contract that is reviewed and 
approved by students, parents, teachers, school counselors and administration. Students will be required to 
meet the equivalent of 5 class periods per week for the full year for a 1 credit course or every day for a 
semester for a .5 course. Independent Studies can include Teaching Assistants and/or independent study in a 
topic of interest, overseen by a certified teacher. Often an independent project, paper and/or presentation will 
be expected as part of the course requirements.  Teaching Assistants are typically only allowed in Middle 
School or Underclassman classes.  There can be no more than one TA assigned to a class.  Tas are actively 
supporting class activities the majority of the time and must keep a journal of their experience.  Grades will be 
Pass/Fail for all TA positions. 

Prerequisite: Student must be a responsible student with at least a 2.0 GPA, with a passing grade in all classes. 

INDEPENDENT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
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E114 HONORS ENGLISH 1 1 Credit Grade 9 

E111 ENGLISH 1 1 Credit Grade 9 

E131 ENGLISH 3 1 Credit Grade 11 

E124 HONORS ENGLISH 2 1 Credit Grade 10 

E121 ENGLISH 2 1 Credit Grade 10 

The ninth grade program focus is a comprehensive study in all areas of language arts: 

reading comprehension and appreciation, oral communications, writing, grammar and 

vocabulary, with a special emphasis on literary analysis. Selected readings (fiction and non-

fiction), films, research papers, and special projects are related to thematic units from 

diverse cultures. Themes and units include: Greek Mythology, roles of individuals in society, 

and Shakespearean tragedy through the reading of Romeo and Juliet. Students will also 

complete research papers based on topics planned to coordinate with either the English curriculum or another 

course. The emphasis on literacy analysis will be applied to preparation for the tenth grade. 

Honors English 1 builds the same core content as English 1, but with a stronger concentration on analytical and 

critical reasoning. Students will study world literature and build the foundation of skills in writing that will assist 

them on the SAT and AP tests. The pacing of the course will be accelerated beyond that of English 1. 

This course is designed to show the progression of American Literature from the Colonial 

period to the early 20th  Century. Various genres of literature, including poetry, personal 

narrative, fiction, and drama will provide students with subjects for writing in expository, 

persuasive, and creative modes. Students will also complete research papers based on topics 

planned to coordinate with either the English curriculum or another course. 

Honors English 2 contains the core curriculum of English 2. Its approach will offer the college bound student an 

enhanced opportunity exploring college materials including American literature, writing, grammar, and 

vocabulary preparation for the PSAT. Writing, grammar, research skills, and vocabulary are related to literature. 

Close contextual reading and analysis is expected of all students. Students will also develop research skills. The 

course is designed to begin preparation of students for junior and senior year Advanced English courses. 

English 3 focuses on all areas of language arts: oral communication, reading comprehension and appreciation, 

process writing, and vocabulary development. This course will explore works from both British and World 

Literature. In writing, areas of emphasis include essay writing, using models of various rhetorical styles, and a 

major research project. Some of the themes studies through various works of literature include the individual 

and his/her place in society, ethics and moral issues, race, and the tragic hero.   

LANGUAGE ARTS  
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E135 AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION 1 Credit Grade 11 

E141 ENGLISH 4 1 Credit Grade 12 

Students in this introductory college-level course read and analyze a broad and challenging range of nonfiction 
prose selections, deepening their awareness of rhetoric and how language works. Through close reading and 
frequent writing, students develop their ability to work with language and text with a greater awareness of 
purpose and strategy, while strengthening their own composing abilities. Course readings feature expository, 
analytical, narratives, personal, and argumentative texts from a variety of authors and historical contexts. 
Students examine and work with essays, letters, speeches, images, and imaginative literature.  Students 
frequently confer about their writing during their writing workshops and class discussions. Students prepare 
for the AP® English Language and Composition Exam and may be granted advanced placement, college credit, 
or both as a result of satisfactory performance. 

As this is a fast-paced and rigorous college-level course, students are expected to complete summer reading 
and writing assignments and commit a minimum of five hours of course work per week outside of class. This 
work involves journal writing, a research paper in MLA format, short term papers in various modes to analyze, 
argue, narrate, and synthesis. 

E145 AP ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 1 Credit Grade 12 

An AP English Literature and Composition course engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of 
imaginative literature; literature is selected from the English canon. Through the close reading of selected texts, 
students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure 
for their readers. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-
scale elements as the use of figurative devices and literacy elements. Students should expect to read a minimum 
of ten novels, including Frankenstein, The Awakening, Brave New World, The Color Purple, and others. The 
course is writing-intensive; students should also be prepared to build upon on-demand writing skills. Students 
prepare for the AP test in May, for which they can potentially earn 3 college credits. The course requires 
intensive independent time devoted to reading and writing beyond the classroom. 

English 4 is a senior-level language arts course designed to synthesize and extend the reading, writing, speak-
ing, and analytical skills students have developed throughout their high school experience. This course prepares 
students for college, career, and civic life through sustained inquiry, critical literacy, and purposeful communi-
cation. Students will read and analyze a range of texts, including contemporary and classic literature, essays, 
speeches, and visual media such as film.  Emphasis will be placed on close reading, discussion, and interpreta-
tion, with particular attention to how language shapes meaning, culture, identity, and power.   

Writing instruction in English 4 emphasizes both analytical and practical modes.  Students will compose literary 
analyses, argumentative and reflective essays, and polished real-world documents such as resumes, cover 
letters, proposals, and post-secondary applications.  Revision, audience awareness, and clarity of purpose are 
central to all writing tasks.  

A central component of English 4 is the CAPSTONE research project, through which students pursue an ex-
tended, self-directed inquiry into a topic of personal, academic, or social significance. Students will conduct re-
search, evaluate sources, synthesize information, and produce a formal CAPSTONE paper demonstrating depth of 
understanding, critical thinking, and effective written communication. Students will also deliver a formal CAP-

STONE presentation, developing skills in public speaking, persuasion, and audience engagement. 

English 4 serves as the primary senior English option for students not enrolled in Advanced Placement English.  
Students seeking a college-level literary experience may enroll in AP English Literature and Composition. 
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EFLM1 FILM STUDIES .5 Credit Grades 11-12 

ECL1 CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE Semester .5 Credit Grades 11-12 
 

Students in this course will delve into a variety of fiction and nonfiction genres gleaned from the modern Eng-

lish canon. Selected works will span novels, poetry, short stories, drama, and essays from the 1950’s onward; 

additionally, appropriate connections to prior works of literature will also be included. Students in this course 

can expect to participate in a series of reading, writing, and speaking tasks that will enable them to foster their 

understanding and appreciation of contemporary literary culture; it will also allow students the opportunity to 

connect literature to cultural, historical, and political events. Emphasis will be places upon class discussions. 

ECWR1 CREATIVE WRITING Semester .5 Credit Grades 11-12 

Film Studies will introduce students to the basics of film analysis, cinematic formal elements, genre, and 

narrative structure; it will also help students develop the skills to recognize, analyze, describe and enjoy film 

as an art and entertainment form. Students will also be introduced to the fundamental principles of the 

structures that make up film, (cinematography, sound and editing, etc.)  in addition to some fundamental 

principles of analysis, genre, style, performance and storytelling.  

This introductory class to creative writing will provide instruction to the craft, techniques and esthetics of 

writing poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction. Students will also focus on critical analysis of other students’ 

work and develop a “community” language for discussing literature; therefore, class participation will be 

essential. Students will be required to compose polished creative work and will submit a final portfolio of 

writing by the end of the course. The class will be taught in a "workshop" style.  
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MA11 ALGEBRA 1 1 Credit Grade 9-12 

MA21 GEOMETRY 1 Credit Grades 10-12 

MA24 HONORS GEOMETRY 1 Credit Grades 9-12 

MA221 ALGEBRA 2 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

MA34 HONORS ALGEBRA 2 1 Credit Grades 10-12 

MA44 HONORS PRECALCULUS 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

This course provides students with a sound base in algebraic concepts that provides the background for further 

study in secondary mathematics. Course topics include patterns, inequalities and inequities, functions, linear 

functions, systems of equations, exponential functions, scatter plots and trend lines, and quadratic functions. 

The use of technology will be integrated throughout the course. 

This subject is the second in the series of college preparatory courses offered by the mathematics department. 
Successful completion of this course will require a solid foundation in basic algebraic concepts. Students will 
investigate geometric principles through the use of transformations including  congruency, similarity, 
trigonometry, construction, as well as circles and other conics. Students will also be introduced to the geometric 
properties of polygons. Mathematical logic and deductive reasoning will be emphasized. The use of technology 
will be integrated throughout the course. 

This course is the second in the series of courses designed to prepare students to 
successfully complete AP Calculus. A rigorous investigation of geometric concepts will 
include a heavy emphasis on mathematical logic, deductive reasoning, congruency, 
similarity, trigonometry, construction, coordinate geometry, geometric properties of 
polygons, as well as circles and other conics. Technology will be integrated throughout the 
course. 

This course is designed for juniors and seniors interested in extending their foundation in Algebra and preparing 
to take the SAT assessment. This course extends the topics covered in Algebra 1 and Geometry and reinforces 
existing topics. Problem solving and critical thinking skills are incorporated throughout the course. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 1. 

This course is designed as a preparation for the study of pre-calculus. Algebra 2 reinforces and expands your 
skills with equations and functions.  Algebra 2 covers topics such as quadratic functions and factoring, 
polynomial functions, radical functions, rational exponents and rational functions, exponential and logarithmic 
functions, data analysis and statistics, and trigonometry. The use of technology is an important aspect of this 
course. 

  
This course provides students with an understanding of the concepts of college algebra, trigonometry and 
additional topics that prepare students for further college-level mathematics courses. This course explores a 
variety of function types and their applications – polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric, 
polar, parametric, and linear transformation functions using matrices. 
  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Honors Algebra 2 or permission of instructor. 

MATHEMATICS  
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MA55 AP CALCULUS AB 1 Credit Grade 12 

MAS5 AP STATISTICS 1 Credit Grades 11-12 

MFA1 FINANCIAL LITERACY . 5 Credit Grades 10-12 

AP Calculus covers the topics commonly found in a college Calculus 1 course. The course syllabus will be what 

is recommended by the College Board in preparation for the Calculus AB Exam. The topics include functions, 

graphs, limits, derivatives and integrals. It is required that you have taken Algebra 2, Geometry, and Pre-

Calculus. A graphing calculator is required for this course. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Honors Precalculus 

AP Statistics is the high school equivalent of a one semester, introductory college statistic course. In this 
course, students will develop strategies for collecting, organizing, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from 
data. Students design, administer, and tabulate results from surveys and experiments. Probability and 
simulations aid students in constructing models for chance phenomena. Sampling distributions provide the 
logical structure for confidence intervals and hypothesis tests. Students use a TI-84 graphing calculator and 
Java applets to investigate statistical concepts. To develop effective statistical communication skills, students 
are required to prepare frequent written and verbal analyses of real data. Students will be able to apply every 
concept to real world problems. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 2 

This .5 credit course is designed to meet the Financial Literacy requirement starting with the Class of 2027.  

Students are encouraged to take .5 credit Financial Algebra also, to complement this course.  This course will 

include topics such as the importance of savings and the use as well as the impact of debit and credit cards. 

Students will learn how to complete the forms required for employment and information about all aspects of 

personal banking.  Automobile purchasing and ownership will also be covered in this course. 

Often without realizing it, we are exposed to statistics and probability every day. Weather reports, medical test 
results, election polls and census data contain probability and statistical language.  An introduction to probabil-
ity and statistics gives students the ability to judge whether the conclusions drawn from data are accurate. 

Students become informed, critical users of data who can apply them meaningfully in their everyday lives. In an 
era where citizens are bombarded with arguments for and against everything from political positions to medical 
interventions, those who have taken a course in statistics and probability are in a better position to judge the 
validity of the claims on each side. 

This is a hands-on class where we will learn through activities, experiments, applications and data explorations.  

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 1 and Geometry. 

MIS1 INTRODUCTION TO STATISTICS .5  Credit Grades 11-12 

 

Financial Algebra applies Algebra 1, Algebra 2 and Geometry concepts in practical business and personal fi-

nance contexts. Topics include the stock market, modeling a business, income taxes, independent living, 

planning for retirement, and how to prepare a budget. 

MFA1 FINANCIAL ALGEBRA . 5 Credit Grades 10-12 
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PB51/PCB1 CONCERT BAND * .5 or 1 Credit Grades 9-12 

This is a performance-oriented course, intended and designed to provide high school students with the 

opportunity to learn basic and professional performance practice through the regular presentation and 

performance of a varied repertoire of music. Skills focused on in this course will include effective and 

appropriate technical facility (specific to the students’ particular developmental readiness, aptitude and 

instrument) as well as basic music theory, tonality, aural skills, ear training, rhythmic accuracy, and overall 

musicianship. Audition and performance opportunities in statewide music festivals are offered, though not 

required. Several performance opportunities exist throughout the course of the school year. 

*Attendance and participation at all performances and dress rehearsals is mandatory for each performing 

ensemble. 

PPK1 PIANO/KEYBOARD SKILLS 1 .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

This course is designed to teach beginning to intermediate piano skills in a class setting. Lessons in basic music 

theory and performance practices are components of this course. Performance opportunities may be offered. 

PPK2 PIANO/KEYBOARD SKILLS 2 Semester 2 .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

This course is designed to teach piano skills extended from piano 1. Lessons in basic music theory and 

performance practices are components of this course. Performance opportunities may be offered. 

Prerequisite: Piano 1 

PC51/PCC1 CONCERT CHOIR* .5 or 1 Credit Grades 9-12 

This is a performance-oriented course designed to teach students singing skills through a varied repertoire of 

music and group vocal instruction. Music theory, solfege, ear training, ensemble skills, and a basic overview of 

vocal production are emphasized in this course. Audition and performance opportunities in statewide music 

festivals are offered. Several performance opportunities exist throughout the course of the year. 

* Attendance and participation at all performances and dress rehearsals is a requirement for each performing 

ensembles. 

PERFORMING ARTS 

The mission of the Performing Arts is to provide a comprehensive, challenging, and rigorous music education for 

all students. It is our goal to offer a broad and expansive array of courses designed to meet the needs of the 

entire student body, ranging from those wishing to pursue a career in music to those who study music solely for 

its intrinsic aesthetic value. Large and small ensembles, chamber ensembles, keyboarding, general music 

studies, and music theory are all offered as part of the department’s thorough curriculum. The department 

strives to promote the overall academic and civic roles of the students of Parish Hill through the study and 

performance of music. It is our hope that the regular performance and study of music will effectively serve the 

students and faculty, as well as the entire community. 
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PMC1 MUSIC TECHNOLOGY/COMPOSITION .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

This course is designed to introduce the students to the world of digital audio, MIDI computer recording and 

live sound. By using the tools of digital recording, the students will be able to create their own musical 

compositions and arrangements to produce their own audio CD archives to use for listening, websites, videos, 

or any other application where music is used. This course will explore the electronic keyboard, MIDI and audio 

recording, music theory, notation, arranging, transportation, composition, music production, sound tracks, 

performance and copyrights. In addition, students will be given opportunities to learn how to set up and use 

sound equipment for a live event. This course is available as a one semester course. 

PMT1 MUSIC THEORY .5 Credit Grades 11-12 

The ultimate goal of a Music Theory course is to develop a student’s ability to recognize, understand, and 

describe the basic materials and processes of music that are heard or presented in a score. The achievement of 

this goal may be best promoted by integrated approaches to the student’s development of aural, sight-singing, 

written, compositional, and analytical skills through listening, performance, written, creative, and analytical 

exercises. 

PMT5: Option of Advanced Placement Music Theory may be available 

Intro to Guitar is a one-semester course covering the basics of the instrument and an application of essential 

music fundamentals. Students will learn the basics of playing guitar at the beginning level through studying 

music notation, chord symbols, and peer modeling. A brief history of the guitar along with a study of its 

respective musical styles will also be covered in this course. The main objective of this course is to create an 

enhanced appreciation for music through playing the guitar. Students will learn how to read music notation, 

chord symbols, and tablature. Students will also gain a better understanding of many different musical genres, 

including classical, blues, jazz, rock and pop music. 

PG51 INTRO TO GUITAR .5 Credit Grades 9-12 
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G121 PHYSICAL EDUCATION .5 Credit Grades 9-12 

Students will engage in a wide variety of sports units and health-fitness activities to improve both skill and 

health-related components of physical fitness. Students will engage in a wide variety of 

sports units and health-fitness activities to improve both skill and health-related 

components of physical fitness. Students may take consecutive semesters of P. E. in the 

same year on a space available basis. 

GH11 HEALTH 1 .5 Credit Grades 9-10 

As a result of participating in Health class, students will “demonstrate an understanding of the life-long value of 

personal physical fitness and good health.” Students will “recognize and practice health-enhancing lifestyles, use 

core information and resources to analyze and evaluate health issues, strengthen communications skills by 

respecting others, and learn to say “no” when appropriate, in order to implement and sustain a healthy life.” 

GH21 HEALTH 2 .5 Credit Grades 11-12 

This course is geared toward upperclassmen to continue learning about the importance of health and physical 

fitness. Students will comprehend concepts related to health-promotion and disease prevention, demonstrate 

the ability to access valid health information and health-promoting products and services, use interpersonal 

communication skills to enhance health, and use decision-making skills/goal setting to enhance health. 

GPF1 PERSONAL FITNESS .5 Credit Grades 10-12 

This class is for students to develop a greater understanding of fitness as they focus on improving different areas 

of fitness (cardio, muscular strength/endurance, and flexibility). Students will use the goal setting process to 

create personal fitness/wellness plans, while monitoring progress throughout the duration of the course. 

Activities include regular use of the wellness/fitness center as well as exposure to additional fitness exercises/

modals. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 

The physical education program contributes to the physical, emotional, and social development needs of each 

student. The PE program encourages the development of sportsmanship, team work, individual improvement, 

and positive self-esteem. Within each unit, the students develop the knowledge and rules necessary to engage 

in the activity. Throughout the entire program, students are encouraged to demonstrate respect for one 

another through fair play and sportsmanship. These physical education courses do have writing requirements. 
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GAPE1 ADVENTURE PHYSICAL EDUCATION .5 Credit Grades 10-12 

This Class is will focus on outdoor experiences with minimal attention on traditional competitive sports. 
Students will focus on team building activities and individual/ group challenges to successfully develop the 
whole student. This course will promote lifetime fitness while utilizing the outdoors.  Students will learn 
the importance of goal setting, problem solving, effective communication, analyzing peer feedback, 
appropriate technology, and self-reflection.  Project Adventure materials and curriculum will be utilized, 
along with units including: backpacking/hiking, low rope elements, orienteering, cooperative games, geo 
caching, snow shoeing, and slack lining among others. 
  

Exercise and Wellness for Everyone* - Three UCONN ECE credits. Overview of the five pillars of health 

(exercise, nutrition, sleep, stress and relationships); role of exercise in health promotion and disease preven-

tion across the lifespan; impacts of exercise in leisure time, culture, community, careers and the workplace  

Eligibility Guidelines: Successful completion of 1 year of high school physical education courses (including 

health), or consent of the instructor, is recommended.  This course will meet the graduation requirement for 

Health 2. 

University of Connecticut Early College Experience 

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take uni-

versity courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, 

build confidence in their readiness for college, and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a 

financial head-start on a college degree. 

ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment 

fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking—all pivotal for success in college. To support 

rigorous learning, the University of Connecticut library resources are also available to Parish Hill students in 

the ECE program. 

ECE students must successfully complete the course with a grade of C or better in order to receive university 

credit. University credits are highly transferable to other universities. 

Students are charged a $50 per credit fee. For additional information visit: www.ece.uconn.edu. 

 

GKEW5 
UCONN ECE KINESIOLOGY—EXERCISE & WELLNESS FOR 

EVERYONE  
.5 Credit Grades 10-12 
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SES1 INTEGRATED SCIENCE 1 Credit Grade 9 

This course is designed to provide students with an examination of Earth’s place in the universe, Earth’s 
systems, and Earth and human activity. Topics include the universe and the stars, Kepler’s Laws, plate tectonics, 
the role of water in shaping Earth’s surface and weather and climate. Students will explore patterns of motion 
in the solar system, how wind and water affect the Earth, consumption of natural resources and sustainability, 
the environment, and the role of matter, energy, and forces in our world. Laboratory investigations and 
technology will be used to explore science and engineering practices and to reinforce topics of discussion.  

SBI1 BIOLOGY 1 Credit Grade 10 

This course explores elements of biochemistry, cells, genetics, evolution, ecology, and the relationships 
between humans and the world around us.  The class focuses on the following 7 essential questions: How do 
organisms live, grow, respond to their environment and reproduce? How and why do organisms interact with 
their environment and what are the effects of these interactions? How are characteristics of one generation 
passed to the next? How can individuals of the same species and even siblings have different characteristics? 
How can there be so many similarities among organisms yet so many different kinds of plants, animals, and 
microorganisms? How do living things alter Earth’s processes and structures?  How do the Earth’s surface and 
human activities affect each other? Lab investigations are an important part of the course. 
 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Integrated Science 

SBI4 HONORS BIOLOGY 1 Credit Grade 10 

This covers the same overall topics as Biology but moves at a faster pace, dives deeper into concepts, and 
requires more rigorous thinking. Students are expected to put in additional time and effort, complete more 
independent work, and demonstrate responsibility, self-motivation, and the ability to work both independently 
and collaboratively.  

SCIENCE 

Our high school Science Department is committed to developing students who think critically and solve 

problems with confidence, communicate scientific ideas clearly and effectively, collaborate respectfully as part 

of a team, and approach the world with curiosity and a desire to understand how it works.  Through engaging 

instruction and authentic inquiry, we aim to build strong science literacy that empowers students to make 

informed decisions and thrive in an ever-changing world.to provide opportunities for all graduates of Parish Hill 

High School to develop scientific literacy. This means exposing students to a variety of sciences; as well as, 

making students aware of the process of science through extensive use of laboratory facilities.  

 This covers the same overall topics as Integrated Science but moves at a faster pace, dives deeper into con-
cepts, and requires more rigorous thinking. Students are expected to put in additional time and effort, com-
plete more independent work, and demonstrate responsibility, self-motivation, and the ability to work both 
independently and collaboratively. 

SES1 HONORS INTEGRATED SCIENCE 1 Credit Grade 9 
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SPS1 PHYSICAL SCIENCE 1 Credit Grade 11-12 

This course is designed to help students learn the basic concepts of chemistry and physics while improving 

their skills in reading and mathematics. The course will also add new critical thinking and life/work skills. The 

course will offer a host of applications and cross-curricular connections that will engage students in the 

learning process. With emphasis on laboratory investigations, the student will explore the nature of matter, 

chemical changes in matter, Newton’s Laws, wave properties, and electromagnetic radiation. 

SCH4 HONORS CHEMISTRY 1 Credit Grade 11-12 

This course is designed to meet the needs of students interested in an extensive study of Chemistry. With 

emphasis on laboratory investigations, the student will explore the atomic theory, the periodic table and 

chemical periodicity, chemical reactions, chemical bonding and electronic configuration, the solution process, 

acids and bases, stoichiometry, and organic chemistry. Various skills are enhanced throughout the course to 

develop chemistry in depth. Strong math skills and analytical skills are required. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 1 

SPH4 HONOR PHYSICS 1 Credit Grade 11-12 

This course is designed to meet the needs of those students interested in physics or interested in pursuing an 

engineering degree and who possess a strong background in algebra 2, trigonometry and geometry. Throughout 

the course, the processes of scientific inquiry and problem-solving skills are utilized, thereby allowing the 

concepts of physics to evolve from investigation and laboratory work. The main areas of study are mathematical 

thinking, kinematics (motion), forces, energy, waves, optics, electromagnetism, and quantum theory. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 2 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester college introductory biology course. It differs 

significantly from the typical high school biology course with respect to the kind of textbook used, the range 

and depth of topics, the type of laboratory work done by students, and the time and effort required outside of 

class to be successful. In AP Biology students cultivate their understanding of biology through inquiry based 

investigations as they explore the following topics: evolution, cellular processes, energy and communication, 

genetic information transfer, ecology and interactions.  The course follows the College Board’s course and 

exam description which recommends that students have successfully completed high school biology and 

chemistry as prerequisites.  

 

10th grade students may take (in lieu of Honors Biology) with permission of the instructor. 

SB15 AP BIOLOGY 1.5 Credits Grade 10-12 
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SAP1 ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY 1 Credit Grade 11-12 

This upper level science course is designed to provide students with a thorough understanding of how the 
organ systems within the human body work together to maintain homeostasis, and how a failure in 
homeostasis results in a disease or health issue. The course is designed with a focus on hands-on and creative 
assessments that cultivate students’ critical thinking, research, and communication skills. Each unit includes 
laboratory work in the form of traditional labs (including dissections) and/or simulation activities, the study of 
specimens, and research-based projects. 
 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology. 

SFS1 FORENSICS 1 .5 Credit Grade 10-12 

This is an introductory course on Forensic Science. Students will learn the history of forensics, how to process 

a crime scene, how a case goes from crime scene to courtroom, and an in-depth look at forensic evidence 

such as ballistics, hair, fiber, and fingerprinting. We use real life cases to examine evidence and mock crime 

scenes as hands-on crime scene processing experience.  

Once students have received basic crime scene training in Forensics 1 students will explore a more in-depth 
study of Forensic Science. This course will continue looking at forensic evidence including arson, DNA, and blood 
evidence, will focus on the science of death and the decaying body, and we will examine forensic psychology 
and what motivates individuals to commit crimes.  

SFS2 FORENSICS 2 .5 Credit Grade 10-12 

SZOO1 ZOOLOGY .5/1 Credit Grade 11-12 

SENS5 AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 1 Credit Grade 10-12 

APES is designed to engage students with the scientific principles, concepts and methodologies required to 

understand the interrelationships within the natural world. The course requires that students identify and 

analyze natural and human-made environmental problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these 

problems and examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. APES is interdisciplinary, 

embracing topics from geology, biology, environmental science, chemistry and geography. It is designed to be 

the equivalent of a college semester, introductory environmental science course. The course follows the 

College Board’s Course and Exam Description which recommends that students have successfully completed 

two years of high school laboratory science- one year of life science (biology) and one year of physical science 

(integrated science or chemistry) as well as at least one year of algebra due to the quantitative analysis 

required in the course as prerequisites.  

Zoology is the study of animals.  In this course, you will explore the major phyla of the animal kingdom as well 
as the classes of the phylum Chordata, analyzing their structures, behaviors and adaptations.  Lab dissections 
will help you see real anatomical features up close and better understand how organisms function.  This class is 
perfect for students curious about animals, biology or future studies in life science. 
 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology. 
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SENIOR CAPSTONE PROJECT 

SCP1 SENIOR CAPSTONE PROJECT 1 Credit Grade 12 

This graduation requirement provides a student with the opportunity to pursue a topic of passion which may 

include a career, a topic of interest, a community service project, etc. Students will collaborate with a capstone 

advisor, work with mentors (both in and out of the school), and present a culminating paper and oral 

presentation at a Capstone Fair in the spring. An extensive research paper, reflective journal, and time log of 

hours devoted to the project are required. Since the work on the project is done out of class, students must be 

self-directed and able to work independently. 
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HWH1 WORLD HISTORY 1 Credit Grade 9 

This course covers world history from the Renaissance in Italy in the 1300’s to the Holocaust at the of World 

War II in 1945. Students will investigate various revolutions in war, technology, science, art, architecture, 

medicine and government in the first semester. In the second semester, students will be looking at the major 

causes of the First World War via industrialization, imperialism, nationalism and the overall war itself. 

Students will then look at the aftermath of the war with the rise of the dictators and 

the Second World War. Students will be expected to use creative and critical thinking 

skills using evidence and data to support their positions. Through this chronological 

study, students will discover the history of the major European nations and societies. 

To achieve course objectives, students are required to do independent reading beyond the textbook, 

complete written and visual projects, and participate in classroom activities. The course will focus on 

improving reading, listening, viewing, and speaking skill as well as growth of writing skills. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

The purpose of the Social Studies Department is to provide students with varied programs of study covering the 

multiple disciplines within the social sciences. The goal is to prepare students to take a proactive role within the 

local, national, and global communities.  Graduation requirements and a variety of electives are available which 

allow students to explore their individual interests. 

Civics is designed to introduce students to the foundations, principles, and practices of American government. 

Topics of study include, but are not limited to: the foundation of American government; the U.S. Constitution 

and Bill of Rights; the functions of the branches of government; and the rights, roles, and responsibilities of a 

citizen in American democracy. In addition to attaining knowledge of the workings of 

government, this course is designed to engage students in completing independent reading 

projects, presentations, and participate in simulations throughout the course. 

Students will be expected to use creative and critical thinking skills using evidence and data 

to support their positions on civic issues. Students enrolled in the course will use effective 

communication skills through the development of their skills in reading, viewing, listening, and speaking for a 

variety of audiences and purposes. 

This course is intended to show students that citizenship extends far beyond voting, obeying the law, or 

paying taxes by developing a proactive role in the school and wider community. The success of our nation 

depends upon informed and active individuals committed to the ideals for which our government stands for 

and protects. 

HCV1 CIVICS .5 Credit Grade 10 /11 
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HU21 UNITED STATES HISTORY  1 Credit Grade 11 &12 

This course offers students the opportunity to study many aspects of American history and culture, including its 

literature, music, and art. This course provides an overview of the American experience, from the American 

Revolution to the present. History is not only about great events and great leaders, and this course will include 

inquiries into the lives of all Americans. Students will be expected to complete a variety of independent and 

group projects throughout the year. In this course students will be expected to use creative and critical thinking 

skills using evidence and data to support their positions on historical events. Students enrolled in this course will 

use effective communication skills through the development of their skills in reading, viewing, listening, and 

speaking for a variety of audiences and purposes. 

HUS5 AP US HISTORY 1 Credit Grade 11 & 12 

AP U.S. History is a year-long, college level, survey course that studies the development of the United States 

from its earliest beginnings through to current issues and events with an emphasis placed on economic, 

diplomatic, and international development, as well as, social, cultural, and intellectual changes. Studies involve 

around interpretation of primary and secondary source materials - documents, first-hand accounts, scholarly 

materials, etc. Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to out of 

school work are necessary in order to succeed in the class. 

HP51 PSYCHOLOGY .5 Credit Grade 10 & 12 

This elective focuses on psychology: the study of behavior and mental processes. The intent of this 

course is for students to apply knowledge and analysis skills to understand how, and why, human 

beings behave as they do. The course will begin with an investigation of how the body and mid 

affect human behavior. Other topics covered will be how humans learn, how they develop 

personalities, and finally psychological disorders and treatments. Students will be expected to 

complete numerous projects, including psychology labs, utilizing technology and other sources to 

acquire process and impart information. The Peer Mentor Program (MAPS) is an integral component of this 

class. Psychology students mentor 7th Grade students once per week. 

 

HS51 SOCIOLOGY .5 Credit Grade 10 - 12 

This elective introduces the foundations of sociology, and demonstrates how to use the logic of science to study 

how humans behave in groups. Topics of study include the foundations of sociology, socialization, cultures, race, 

gender, social stratifications, poverty, and will conclude with a study of deviance in society. Students enrolled in 

this course will practice behavior with  an understanding of diverse opinions and cultures that reflects integrity, 

respect and fairness in all academic and social activities. Students will be expected to complete numerous major 

projects including simulations, class discussions, presentations and debates utilizing technology and other 

sources to acquire process and impart information. The Peer Mentor Program (MAPS) is an integral component 

of this class. Sociology students mentor 7th grade students once per week. 
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This course will enable students to master fundamental economic concepts, appreciate 
how the concepts of economics relate to each other and understand the structure of 
economic systems. Students will use economic concepts in a reasoned, careful manner 
in dealing with personal, community, national and global economic issues. They will 
learn to make reasoned decisions on economic issues as citizens, workers, consumers, 
owners, managers and members of civic groups and will apply critical thinking skills us-

ing evidence and data. They will also apply mathematical principles to organize data, draw accurate conclusions, 
and solve and justify economic problems. 
This course begins with the subject of what constitutes an economic problem and what constitutes an economic 
theory and how they relate to one another. This is followed by an examination of several elements of economic 
history and then a general introduction to micro and macro-economic activity. Students will also refine their so-
cial studies academic skills in the areas of critical thinking, writing, and speaking. 

HE51 ECONOMICS .5 Credit Grade 10 - 12 

HPH51 PHILOSOPHY .5 Credit Grade 10 - 12 

This elective course is an introduction to philosophy through the examination of some of the classical prob-
lems of Western Philosophy. Students will study the topics of metaphysics (what is reality), epistemology 
(what does it mean to “know” something), ethics (what makes something right or wrong), and logic (what 
makes something true) to sharpen their critical thinking skills to a fine point. Students will also learn how to 
express themselves clearly and convincingly by analyzing the arguments of their peers, as well as philosophers 
both past and present. Class will be conducted through Socratic Seminars, along with some writing and a final 
exam. Strong reading skills are recommended. 

HAABPL1 
AFRICAN AMERICAN/BLACK AND 

PUERTO RICAN/LATINO STUDIES  
1 credit Grades 11-12 

The course is an opportunity for students to explore accomplishments, struggles, intersections, perspectives, 
and collaborations of African American/Black and Puerto Rican/Latino people in the U.S. Students will exam-
ine how historical movements, legislation, and wars affected the citizenship rights of these groups and how 
they, both separately and together, worked to build U.S. cultural and economic wealth and create more just 
societies in local, national, and international contexts. Coursework will provide students with tools to identify 
historic and contemporary tensions around race and difference; map economic and racial disparities over 
time; strengthen their own identity development; and address bias in their communities.  
Recommended Prerequisites: US History and World History  

HHRR1 AN AMERICAN HISTORY OF ROCK AND SOUL .5 credit Grades 10-12 

Learn U.S. History Through the Music That Shaped It.  An American History of Rock and Soul transforms how 
students learn US history by using music as a primary source to explore the nation’s story. From the birth of 
the Blues to Nirvana and Public Enemy, students dive deep into how genres like Rock and Roll, Soul, R&B, Elec-
tronica, and Hip Hop didn’t just reflect American culture—they helped shape it. This elective brings history to 
life through the powerful lens of popular music. 
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INDIVIDUALIZED SERVICES/EDUCATION 

Students whose needs dictate a more individualized education program are served through the Special 

Education Department. A student’s educational needs are determined through individual assessment. Student 

programs are developed from criteria set forth at a Planning and Placement Team (PPT) meeting. 

The curriculum offered by the Special Education Department emphasizes academic and behavioral growth 

through the monitoring of goals and objectives by both the student and the teacher. Every student is made 

aware of his/her educational plan and when particular goals have been reached. 

Courses that are taken emphasize skills and information necessary for understanding the world around us. Each 

course parallels topics from various subject areas. Special regard to a student’s learning style is emphasized by 

the teacher. If his/her goals are attained, a student can be transferred to regular education classes via a Planning 

and Placement Team (PPT) meeting. 

Content of courses is determined by student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or Section 504 Plan and 

student’s individual needs. 
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TC11 TECHNOLOGICAL DESIGN  .5 Credit Grade 9 - 12 

In this multifaceted class, students will learn how to design using the AutoCAD 2025 software and 
develop their engineering and critical thinking skills as they construct robots that accomplish a variety 
of tasks. Students will learn the basics of two-dimensional design, how to draw blueprints for industry, 
and then advance to create more complex three-dimensional models. As students progress through 
the class, they will 3D print models of their drawings as well as 3D print objects for enjoyment and find 
solutions to problems. Throughout the course, robotics builds will challenge analytical and problem-
solving skills as students collaborate to find solutions. 
 

TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

Students with college or career goals related to the field of technology should take a number of Tech Ed 

courses. Students with career interests in other areas should consider Technology Education courses as 

electives. All Tech Ed courses will help you improve your skills in problem solving, creativity and math. These 

courses also help students to become educated consumers and to develop enjoyable hobbies. Students will 

learn how to use technology that will be useful throughout their lives. Technology Education also provides 

an enjoyable and creative outlet for one’s hands and mind. 

This course will emphasize the engineering design process, research and development, material pro-
cessing, and reading blueprints to make projects. This entirely hands-on class will teach  construction 
and woodworking skills used in everyday life, and students will finish the course with a number of per-
sonal projects to take home.  Students will learn the safe and appropriate use of portable power tools 
and machinery like the miter saw, band saw, drill press, jointer, planer and table saw. As students pro-
gress through the class, they will learn various types of joinery, as well as sanding and finishing tech-
niques to enhance the visual appeal of projects.   

TW11 CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY  .5 Credit Grade 9 - 12 

TW11 ADVANCED CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY  .5 Credit Grade 9 - 12 

This course builds on the principles and practices of Construction Technology, and allows students 
to research and design projects that are suited to their specific interests. Students will prepare rough 
sawn lumber and mill it to specifications as they create custom builds. Wood turning on the lathe, 
advanced joinery such as dovetails and mortise and tenon, router techniques, and freehand carving 
are all available to students. Additionally, students will learn to read and interpret complex blueprints 
as they create solutions to construct and repair larger scale projects such as benches, roofs, and 
sheds for the benefit of the school and community.  
 

Prerequisite: at least one semester of CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY 
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Students in this advanced course will take their skills from Technological Design and use them to 
create more complex three-dimensional models and blueprints. Students will continue to work in 
AutoCAD 2025 and explore Autodesk Fusion360 as they design, manufacture, and simulate their own 
models. Autodesk Fusion offers various 3D design tools that include sketching, direct, surface, 
parametric, mesh, and free-form modeling, as well as rendering, PCB design integration, sheet metal, 
and assembly design.  

Prerequisite: Technological Design  

TW21 ADVANCED TECHNOLOGICAL DESIGN . 5 Credit Grade 9- 12 

TIM51 INTRO TO MANUFACTURING 1 Credit Grade 10- 12 

Introduction to Manufacturing provides entry level exposure and career exploration in the manufactur-
ing industry. (Manufacturing refers to the processing of raw materials or parts into finished goods 
through the use of tools, human labor, machinery, and chemical processing.) This introductory course 
teaches students the skills common to all manufacturing occupations such as reading technical 
drawings, general safety, and using power tools and machinery. Throughout the course students will 
learn to: layout and fabricate sheet metal to form boxes and other projects, rivet and spot weld, drill 
and tap holes in metal, operate metal bandsaws and use angle grinders and sanders to bring material 
into acceptable tolerances. Additionally, students will use micrometers, calipers, and height gauges 
as they learn metrology (the science of measurement) to ensure accuracy and consistency. By the end 
of the course, students will also earn their OSHA-10 General Safety Credentials–a requirement for any 
entry-level manufacturing job. 
 
Prerequisite: Construction Technology and/or Technological Design  
  

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.autodesk.com%2Fsolutions%2Fsheet-metal-software&data=05%7C02%7CDBaran%40parishhill.org%7Cc08fdff7cdf14547ebfa08dd84113776%7C09849ea52a1d458399895c188fbaa86a%7C0%7C0%7C638811931656755085%7CU
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TP21 VIDEO COMMUNICATION & PRODUCTION .5 or 1 Credit Grade 9 - 12 

This is a semester long class that may be taken more than once. All students taking this class must participate in 

a minimum requirement of after school productions - sports, concerts, school-wide activities. Students produce, 

DVDs, live news, and PSAs to broadcasts on local public access channel and the morning - Good Morning Parish 

Hill. Students will learn the basics of effective videography, multi-camera productions, and effects of graphics, 

sound, editing, and shooting film. 

Activities include: 

Live morning news announcements 
Video broadcast of school events 
Creation of school promotional video 

VIDEO PRODUCTION 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 

The World Language department incorporates the five C’s (Communications, Cultures, Connections, 

Comparisons, and Communities) of both the State and National standards. Students are exposed to the 

culture and literature from different countries. Various trips to different countries may be available. A 

minimum of three years of World Language other than English is highly recommended by the department 

and many colleges, including UCONN. It should be noted that if a student fails a Level 1 language twice, he 

or she may not repeat it for a third time. He or she may, however, try a different Level 1 language. 

Our department is proud to sponsor a National Spanish Honor Society. Furthermore, we are fortunate to 

offer UCONN Early College Experience credits for successful completion of Spanish 5. Spanish 5 is also 

approved by the College Board as an AP course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This course is for students who are required to fulfill the graduation requirement of one credit in World 

Language and do not wish to continue their study of Spanish after this one-year class. This course offers an 

introduction to grammar and communication to provided a basic working knowledge of the Spanish language 

and will explore the multicultural aspects of our society with an overview of diverse holiday celebrations here 

and in some Spanish-speaking countries. 

LSPLC1 SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 1 Credit Grade 9 - 12 
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LS11 SPANISH 1 1 Credit Grade 9 - 12 

Spanish 1 is the first in a five year sequence of Spanish courses offered at Parish Hill. In this introductory level 

course, a proficiency based approach is used. Emphasis is placed on speaking and writing Spanish, utilizing 

practical vocabulary in restricted situations. The student is exposed to the geography and culture of Spain and 

other Spanish speaking countries. 

Spanish 2 is the continued development of proficiency skills begun in Spanish 1. More emphasis is placed on the 

culture and geography of Spanish speaking countries. 

Prerequisite: Spanish 1 with a grade of 70% or above and the teacher’s recommendation. 

LS21 SPANISH 2 1 Credit Grade 9 - 12 

LS31 SPANISH 3 1 Credit Grade 10 - 12 

LS44 SPANISH 4 1 Credit Grade 11 - 12 

Spanish 3 serves to build on language skills acquired in the previous two levels. The course 

stresses communication and self-expression in speaking and writing Spanish. Students continue 

to explore cultural aspects of Spanish-speaking people with emphasis on current topics. Spanish 

is spoken by the teacher and student. 

Prerequisite: Spanish 2 with a grade of 70% or above and the teacher’s recommendation. 

Emphasis is concentrated on readings of Spanish literature and other forms of written communicating such as 

essays and articles, and ongoing refinement of grammar, writing and speaking skills. These narratives provide an 

opportunity for students to compare and learn about the literature and customs of the Hispanic World. The 

selections represent many literary genres. The student choosing this course should have mastered the basic 

concepts of Spanish 1, 2, and 3 and should have a serious interest in continuing the study of Spanish literature 

and culture. Spanish is spoken by the teacher and student. 

Prerequisite: Spanish 3 with a grade of 70% or above and the teacher’s 

recommendation. 
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LS55 AP/UCONN ECE SPANISH 5 1 Credit Grade 11 - 12 

This course and instructor has been approved for six credits via the UCONN Early College Experience program. 

AP/ECE Spanish is designed to prepare students to demonstrate their level of Spanish proficiency across three 

communicative modes—interactive, receptive and productive, along with the goal areas of Communication, 

Cultures, Connections, Comparisons and Communities outlined in the Connecticut Framework on Teaching 

World Languages. 

This course is intended for qualified students who wish to complete studies in secondary school that are 

comparable in scope and sequence to advanced-level Spanish college courses. It is also intended for those 

students who wish to further develop proficiency. Students who enroll will already have some knowledge of the 

language, the cultures of the Spanish-speaking peoples, and a reasonable proficiency in using the language. This 

course requires some summer preparatory work. 

Prerequisite: Spanish 4 with a grade of 70% or above and the teacher’s recommendation. 

 

University of Connecticut Early College Experience 

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides academically motivated students the opportunity to take 

university courses while still in high school. These challenging courses allow students to preview college work, 

build confidence in their readiness for college, and earn college credits that provide both an academic and a 

financial head-start on a college degree. 

ECE instructors, who are certified as adjunct professors by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment 

fostering independent learning, creativity and critical thinking—all pivotal for success in college. To support 

rigorous learning, the University of Connecticut library resources are also available to Parish Hill students in the 

ECE program. 

ECE students must successfully complete the course with a grade of C or better in order to receive university 

credit. University credits are highly transferable to other universities. 

Students are charged a $50 per credit fee. For additional information visit: www.ece.uconn.edu. 

 



40 

 

***ALL STUDENTS AND PARENTS PLEASE NOTE*** 

 

Requests for course changes will be considered after the scheduling of classes has been completed. 

Parish Hill High School reserves the right to cancel courses with insufficient class registration. 

Directory information will be released without parental permission upon request unless the parent notifies the 

school not to reveal directory information within a two-week period following registration. Directory 

Information is as follows: Name, address, phone number, date and place of birth, dates of attendance, honors, 

awards and activities. 

Incompliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, Parish Hill advises parents of students 

up to 18 years of age and students 18 years or older of their rights as follows: 

The right to inspect and review the permanent record of their son/daughter. 

The right to receive on free parental/student copy of the record per year. 

The right to request explanation or interpretation of the record. 

The right to challenge a record believed to be false or misleading. 

The right to a fair hearing, if, after review no change is made. 

The right to place a statement of rebuttal in the challenged record if no change is made. 

The right to file a compliant with the Department of Education if they believe any of these rights are 

violated. 

Upon the student’s 18th birthday, the rights accorded to the parents of the student shall thereafter only 

be required of and accorded to the student. 

 


