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Central Idea 

& Support 

Clearly and 

consistently presents 

a strong central idea 

with well-organized 

and relevant facts, 

details, and 

explanations 

Presents a central 

idea with some 

organized, relevant 

facts, details, and 

explanations 

Suggests a central idea 

with inconsistent 

organization, limited 

facts, details, and 

explanations 

Suggests a central 

idea with poor 

organization, few 

facts, details, and 

weak 

explanations 

  

Word Choice 

Consistently uses 

word choice to 

enhance meaning, 

includes vocabulary 

that demonstrates 

expert-level topic 

knowledge 

Word choice is 

appropriate, includes 

adequate topic-

specific vocabulary 

Word choice is basic, 

lacks topic-specific 

vocabulary  

Word choice is 

inappropriate, 

includes off-topic 

vocabulary 

  

Presentation 

Consistently 

maintains eye contact 

with audience, 

seldom returning to 

notes, engaging style, 

answers all audience 

questions 

Student maintains eye 

contact with 

audience, 

occasionally 

references notes, 

appropriate style, 

answers most 

audience questions 

Student rarely 

maintains eye contact 

with audience, 

frequently references 

notes, flat style, 

answers some 

audience questions 

Student never 

maintains eye 

contact with 

audience, mainly 

reads from notes, 

inconsistent style, 

cannot answer 

audience 

questions 
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