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Parish Hill Middle School    
 

2007 SUMMER READI NG PACKET  

incoming Gr ades 7 & 8   

 
 

Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.   ~Joseph Addison~     

Just as exercise builds stronger muscles, reading builds a stronger brain. When you read, you 
discover new and different ways of living, thinking, and behaving. 

Reading helps each of us better understand our world and the people in it. Reading can take you to 
amazing places and help you find out about anything you want to learn. Regular reading is just the 
smart thing to do.    

 

For hours of enjoyment this summer . . . 

Choose at least t wo books from your 2007 Parish Hill Grade 7 & 8 Reading List in this PACKET.  
Most of these age-appropriate books can be found in local libraries and/or at a mall bookstore.   

After you have read each book (either Fiction or Non Fiction), take a moment to think about and 
respond to what you have read.   

On a separate piece of lined paper, follow instructions carefully for either the Fiction Book Report 
(fantasy, fiction books) or  Non-Fiction Book Report . (Sample of both in PACKET).   

Please be sure to bring your book reports on day one of the new school year AND this sheet 
containing your parent or guardianÕs signature and date.    

Remember : You can earn 100 points (or more) before you come through the doors at Parish Hill-- 
35 points for each book you read and 15 points for each Book Report you do.   

 

  _________________________________   _____________ 

    (parent or guardi an signature)      date                   

[If you have a concern or question about the book list or forms in this PACKET, feel free to contact the PH Reading Consultant, Mrs. 
Trumbull at deetrum@snet.net] 
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Abrahams, Peter. Down the Rabbit Hole: An Echo Falls Mystery. Laura Geringer, 2005. 

Eighth grader Ingrid Levin-Hill  idolizes Sherlock Holmes, so it is not surprising when, 
stumbling across a murder, she opts to keep what she knows a secret and tries to solve 
the crime herself. Series 
 

Adams, Douglas. The HitchhikerÕs Guide to the Galaxy.   The hilarious journey of Arthur and his friend, who escape 
from earth seconds before it is demolished.   

 
Ahmedi, Farah with Tamin Ansary. The Story of My Life: An Afghan Girl  on the Other Side 

of the Sky. Simon Spotlight, 2005. Farah Ahmedi, a victim of a land mine at twelve, 
tells of her childhood before and during the Taliban rule in Afghanistan, and how she 
and her mother coped after coming to America. 
 

Bauer, Joan. Best Foot Forward. Putnam, 2005. This book continues the story from Rules of 
the Road, about Jenna, Gladstone Shoes salesman extraordinaire, and her many 
personal and business challenges, who is now faced with unscrupulous business 
partners. 
 

Bell , Hilari. A Matter of Profit. HarperCollins, 2001. Sick of the horrors of conquering beings 
on other planets, Ahvrem will  end his service as a soldier and save his sister from an 
unhappy marriage if he can discover who is behind a rumored plot to assassinate the 
Emperor. 
 

Blackwood, Gary. The Shakespeare Stealer. Dutton, 1998. A young orphan boy is ordered 
by his master to infiltrate ShakespeareÕs acting troupe in order to steal the script of 
Hamlet. 
 

Bloor, Edward. Tangerine. Harcourt, 1997. Twelve-year-old PaulÕs family revolves around his 
football-hero brother, failing to notice as Paul fights for the right to play soccer when 
disqualified by his bad eyesight. 
 

Bradley, James; adapted for young people by Michael French. Flags of our  Fathers: Heroes 
of I wo Jima. Delacorte, 2001. James Bradley examines the l ives of the six young men 
(one of them BradleyÕs father) who raised the American flag over Iwo Jima in February 
1945 and were immortalized by a famous photograph. 
 

Broach, Elise. ShakespeareÕs Secret. Holt, 2005. Hero, named after the character in a 
Shakespeare play, moves into a new home and suddenly finds a connection between 
Shakespeare, her new home, and a diamond hidden in the house, with the help of a 
neighbor and a popular boy from school. 
 

Bruchac, Joseph. Code Talker. Dial , 2005. At the age of six, Ned Begay must leave his 
Navajo home to learn English and later become a U.S. Marine during World War II. 
 

Budhos, Marina. Ask Me No Questions. Atheneum, 2006. After September 11th, 2001, 
NadiraÕs Bangladesh family members, l iving in New York City, become extremely 
anxious when their visas expire, leading to a series of actions and reactions that bring 
terror and sorrow. 
 

 
Cabot, Meg. Al l-American Girl . HarperCollins, 2002. Sophomore Samantha Madison stops a 

presidential assassination attempt, is appointed teen ambassador to the United 
Nations, and catches the eye of the very cute First Son. 
  

  
Cadnum, Michael. Ship of Fire. Viking Penguin, 2003. In 1587, sailing to Spain onboard Sir 
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Francis DrakeÕs ship ÒElizabeth Bonaventure,Ó seventeen-year-old surgeonÕs apprentice 
Thomas Spyre finds that, with the sudden death of his master, he must take over as 
shipÕs surgeon and prove his skil l  not only as a doctor but also as a fighter when he is 
enlisted by Drake to face battle. 

 
Cameron, Sarah. Out of War.  True stories of nine young people from Colombia who have experienced war and terrible 

violence, yet have chosen to work for peace, helping create one of the strongest movements ever in their own country. 
 
Carbone, Elisa. Blood on the River: Jamestown 1607. Viking, 2006. Samuel Coll ier comes 

to the New World as Captain John SmithÕs page. His experiences in the founding of 
Jamestown and the evolving relationship with the Algonquin tribes nearby, make a 
fascinating book based on first-hand accounts. 

 
Card, Orson Scott. EnderÕs Game. First published 1984. Andrew ÒEnderÓ Wiggins, who 

spends his childhood at mi li tary school in outer space, believes he is playing computer- simulated war games; in fact, 
he is commanding the last great fleet of Earth. Series 
Hugo Award; Nebula Award 

 
Christie, Agatha. A Pocket Ful l  of Rye. First published 1953. The wealthy Rex Fortescue falls 

dead at a normal tea shortly after eating, and when the only clue is rye in 
his pocket, Miss Marple uses the old nursery rhyme ÒSing a Song of SixpenceÓ to help 
solve the murder. 

 
Colfer, Eoin. Supernaturalist. Hyperion, 2004. In the futuristic Satelli te City, Cosmo Hil l 

escapes from an orphanage, joins three other teens, and tries to determine the 
nature of swarming blue creatures that no one else can see. 

 
Cooper, Michael. Dust to Eat: Drought and Depression in the 1930s. Clarion, 2004. Using 

photographs and li terary quotations to highlight the text, Michael Cooper focuses on the 
conditions of the people terribly affected by first the Great Depression, and then the 
Dust Bowl of the 1930's. 

 
Cooney, Caroline. Code Orange. Delacorte, 2005. Whi le conducting research for a school paper 

on smallpox, Mitty finds an envelope containing 100-year-old smallpox scabs and 
becomes the target of terrorists intent on starting a modern-day plague. 

 
Crossley-Holland, Kevin. The Seeing Stone. Arthur A. Levine Books, 2001. During the late 

twelfth century, 13-year-old Arthur enjoys looking at King Arthur through his seeing stone, 
a gift from Merlin, and notices the parallels with his own l ife. First in Arthur  Trilogy. 

 
Crowe, Chris. The Mississippi Trial , 1955. Putnam Penguin, 2002. In Mississippi in 1955, a 

sixteen-year-old finds himself at odds with his grandfather over issues surrounding the 
kidnapping and murder of a fourteen-year-old African-American from Chicago. 

 
Cummings, Priscilla. Red Kayak. Dutton, 2004. Living near the water on MarylandÕs Eastern 

Shore, thirteen-year-old Brady and his best friends J.T. and Digger get involved in a tragedy 
which tests out their friendship and their beliefs about right and wrong. 

 
DeFelice, Cynthia. Under the Same Sky.  Joe is wealthy and full  of attitude.  He wants a motorcycle but his father insists 

he earn the money for it.  Joe finds himself working alongside Mexican migrant workers and he doesnÕt know if he can 
keep up the hard work or what heÕll  do when the farm is raided. 

 
Deuker, Carl. High Heat. Houghton Mifflin, 2003. When sophomore Shane HunterÕs father is 

arrested for money laundering at his Lexus dealership, the star pitcherÕs life of affluence 
and private schools begins to fall apart. 

 
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan. Sign of the Four. First published 1890. Sherlock Holmes is asked 
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by a Miss Morstan to investigate the strange disappearance of her father ten years 
ago, and to find out why she has been receiving a beautiful and very large pearl for her 
birthday every year since! 
 

Ellis, Deborah. Parvana’s Journey. Groundwood, 2002. Parvana buries her father and sets 
out across Afghanistan, dressed as a boy to protect against attacks from the Taliban, 
determined to find her mother and the rest of her family. 
 

Farmer, Nancy. House of the Scorpion. Atheneum, 2002. In a future where humans despise 
clones, Matt enjoys special  status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old 
leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States. 
 

Feinstein, John. Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery. Knopf, 2005. Stevie Thomas and Susan 
Carol Anderson, teen sports writers, uncover a blackmail mystery while covering 
the Final Four College Basketball  Tournament. Series 
 

Fields, Terri. After the Death of Anna Gonzalez. Holt, 2002. Poems written in the voices of 
forty-seven people (including students, teachers, and other school staff) record the 
aftermath of a high school student's suicide and the preoccupations of teen life. 
 

Fletcher, Susan. Shadow Spinner. Atheneum, 1998. When Marjan, a thirteen-year-old 
crippled girl , joins the Sultan's harem in ancient Persia, she gathers for Scheherazade 
the stories which will  save the queen's life. 
 

Fleischman, Paul. Whirligig. Holt, 1998. Brian travels to the four corners of the US to build a 
whirligig in memory of a girl he killed while he was driving drunk. 
 

Fox, Helen. Eager. Wendy Lamb, 2004. Eager, the Bell  family's new robot, is very different 
from all  the other new robots in that i t does learn from i ts experiences and it looks l ike 
the Michelin Man instead of all the sleek, but somewhat sinister robots that seem to be 
taking over. 
 

Frank, Mitch. Understanding the Holy Land: Answering Questions about the I sraeli- 
Palestinian Conflict. Viking, 2005. Using basic questions and answers, the current 
conflict is explained in a balanced, organized, and understandable approach ending 
with some hopeful ways teens can add peace to their own l ives. 
 

Gallo, Donald. First Crossing: Stories about Teen Immigrants. Candlewick, 2004. This 
collection of short fictional stories explores the extreme challenges faced by many teen 
immigrants to America. Contributors are well-known authors of young-adult li terature 
such as Pam Mu–oz Ryan, Lindsey Namioka, David Lubar, and Elsa Marston. 
 

Gardner, Sally. I , Coriander. Dial , 2005. Coriander, a seventeenth century Londoner, finds 
herself friendless after her mother dies and her father leaves her to her Puritanical 
stepmother - - or is she really a fairy like her mother? 
 

Grandits, John. Technically itÕs not my fault:  Concrete Poems. Clarion, 2004. This is a 
collection of poems in which the words and the artistry of their placement on the page 
portray the l ife of an 11-year-old boy. 

 
Hale, Shannon. Princess Academy. Bloomsbury, 2005. The kingÕs priests rule that the 

prince must choose his bride from among the young girls who live in a small  mountain 
village, so the girls are ordered to attend a special  academy established to train them in 
the ways of royalty. When bandits attempt to kidnap and hold the future princess for 
ransom, Miri, one of the mountain girls, realizes that she can mindspeak and saves 
herself and the others from harm. Newbery Honor 2006 
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Hobbs, Will . Wild Man I sland. HarperCollins, 2002. After fourteen-year-old Andy sl ips away 
from his kayaking group to visi t the wilderness site of his archaeologist fatherÕs death, a 
storm strands him on Admiralty Island, Alaska, where he manages to survive, 
encounters unexpected animal and human inhabitants, and looks for traces of the 
earliest prehistoric immigrants to America. 

 
Horowitz, Anthony. Stormbreaker. Puffin, 2000. When his uncle dies, fourteen-year-old Alex 

Rider is asked to continue in his uncleÕs footstepsÑ as a spy for the British intelligence 
agency. Series 

 
Hughes, Dean. Soldier  Boys. Atheneum, 2001. Two boys, one German and one American, 

eager to join their respective armies during World War II , cross paths at the Battle of 
the Bulge. 

 
Klass, David. Danger Zone. Scholastic, 1996. When he joins a predominantly black "Teen 

Dream Team" that will  be representing the United States in an international basketball 
tournament in Rome, Jimmy Doyle makes some unexpected discoveries about 
prejudice, racism, and politics. 

 
Konigsburg, E. L. Si lent to the Bone. Atheneum, 2000. When he is wrongly accused of 

gravely injuring his baby half-sister, thirteen-year-old Branwell loses his power of 
speech and only his friend Connor is able to reach him and uncover the truth about 
what really happened. 

 
Koss, Amy Goldman. The Girls. Dial, 2000. Individually the girls are proud to be part of the 

ÒinÓ clique, but some of them question the benefits of belonging to the group when they 
see through the charming, but manipulative, leader. 
 

Lawrence, Iain. B for  Buster . Delacorte, 2004. Sixteen-year-old Kak, escaping his tyrannical 
parents, l ies about his age and enlists in the Canadian Royal Air Force and soon finds 
himself based in England flying bombing raids over Germany. 

 
LeGuin, Ursula. The Wizard of Earthsea. First published 1968. After pride causes him to 

unleash a demon, Zed is compelled to chase or escape from the ever-pursuing shadow. 
Earthsea Trilogy 
 

Levine, Gail  Carson. Fairest. HarperCollins, 2006. Aza, who is not the fairest, is valued for 
her beautiful singing voice in this fairy tale that include gnomes, magic mirrors, and a 
bumbling good fairy, Lucinda. 

 
London, Jack. The Call  of the Wild. First published 1931. Set during the Gold Rush, this is 

the story of Buck, a dog stolen from his home and transported to Alaska where he must 
survive in a pack of wolves. 

 
Lubar, David.  Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie.  Scott Hudson begins freshman year with a rocky start.  He becomes the 

target of bullying both on the school bus and in school. His mom is pregnant and the girl  he likes ignores him.  He 
gets roped into some after-school activities including writing a column for the school newspaper on how to survive 
freshmen year and he writes a journal for his expected sibling about surviving life.  

 
Lupica, Mike. Heat. Philomel, 2006. Pitching prodigy Michael Arroyo is on the run from social 

services after being banned from playing Little League baseball  because rival coaches 
doubt he is only twelve years old; and he has no parents to offer them proof. 

 
Martin, Ann M. A Corner of the Universe. Scholastic, 2002. The summer Hattie turns twelve 

she meets Adam, a childlike uncle she never knew existed, who lifts the corners of her 
universe. Newbery Honor 
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Mazer, Harry. Boy at War: A Novel of Pearl  Harbor. Simon &  Schuster, 2001. Whi le fishing 
with his friends off Honolulu on December 7, 1941, teenaged Adam is caught in the 
midst of the Japanese attack and, through the chaos of the subsequent days, tries to 
find his father, a naval officer serving on the U.S.S. Arizona. 

 
McKernan, Victoria. ShackletonÕs Stowaway.  Perce Blackborow hides in a locker below deck on the Endurance so he can 

join ShackletonÕs journey to cross Antarctica. When the Endurance is crushed by ice, and everyone is forced to camp 
for 7 months on an ice floe, Perce survives.  This story shows what could have happened during a true tale as seen by 
a teen. 

 
Meyers, Ann. Assassin. Walker &  Co., 2005. In alternating chapters, a young White House 

seamstress named Bella and the actor, John Wilkes Booth, give personal accounts of 
the days and events leading up to the assassination of Abraham Lincoln. 

 
Namioka, Lensey. Ties That Bind, Ties That Break. Delacorte, 1999. Ailin, rebelling against 

the ancient Chinese tradition of binding girlsÕ feet, loses her familyÕs support and makes 
a new life in the United States. 

 
Nelson, Peter. Left for  Dead. A Young ManÕs Search for  Justice for the USS I ndianapolis. 

Delacorte, 2002. Fifty years after the sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis at the end of 
World War II , a young boy helps the survivors set the record straight, bringing to light 
the Navy cover-up and an unfair court-martial  of the ship's captain. 

 
Nye, Naomi Shabib. You &  Yours. BOA Editions, 2005. NyeÕs poetry is firmly grounded in two 

geographical locations: small  moments in her Texas home, and many larger themes in 
the Middle East, where part of her family hails from. 

 
Oppel, Kenneth. Airborne. Eos, 2004. Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an enormous airship, 

and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the 
existence of mysterious winged creatures and to fight pirates. 

 
Park, Linda Sue. Project Mulberry, a novel. Clarion, 2005. Korean-American seventh grader 

Julia Song learns about friendship, prejudice, patriotism and biology as she and best 
friend Patrick develop an original silkworm project on her suburban townhouse porch 
for the State Fair. 

  
Paulsen, Gary. The Rif le. Bantam, 1995. A priceless, handcrafted rifle, fired throughout the 

American Revolution, is passed down through the years unti l  i t fires on a fateful 
Christmas Eve in 1994. 
 

Peck, Richard. The River Between Us. Dial, 2003. During the early days of the Civil  War, the 
Pruitt family takes in two mysterious young ladies who have fled New Orleans to come 
north to I ll inois. Scott OÕDell  Historical Fiction Award. 

 
Peet, Mal. Keeper.  Sports reporter Paul Faustino wants to know how a poor boy from the jungle becomes El Gato, 

soccerÕs greatest player.  No one believes that El GatoÕs trainer was a ghost, no one except the Keeper.  
 
Philbrick, Rodman. The Young Man and the Sea. Blue Sky, 2004. Motherless Skiff Beaman 

embarks alone on a dangerous trip to catch a giant blue fin tuna in order to earn 
enough money to buy a new engine for his fatherÕs boat. 

 
Rees, Celia. Sorceress. Candlewick, 2003. Eighteen-year-old Agnes, a Mohawk Indian 

descended from a l ine of shamanic healers, uses her own newly-discovered powers to 
uncover the story of her ancestor, a seventeenth-century English healer who fled 
charges of witchcraft in New England. Sequel to Witch Child 

 
Riordan, Rick. Lightning Thief. Miramax, 2005. Percy Jackson canÕt figure out why he has 
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such problems with his anger, or why some people seem to be trying to destroy him 
until  he learns that his father is a Greek god. Series 

 
Ritter, John H. Under the Baseball  Moon. Phi lomel, 2006. Andy Ramos dreams of making it 

big with his trumpet on the jazz scene but is it worth giving up an unexpected first love 
with potential  soul mate, Glory Martinez, an Olympic-hopeful  softball pitcher? 

 
Rylant, Cynthia. Boris. Harcourt, 2005. The narrator of these nineteen poems talks directly 

to her cat, Boris, about his life and her own, since his arrival at her door. This book is a 
good introduction for newcomers to poetry, and especially great for cat lovers. 

 
Scieszka, Jon, ed. Guys Write for Guys Read. Viking, 2005. This collection of short stories, 

drawings, comics, poems, and memoirs from well-known writers of "guy" fiction, written 
by boys, for boys includes pieces by Daniel  Pinkwater, Neil  Gaiman, Will  Hobbs, 
Stephen King, and Gary Paulsen, among others. 

 
Siegelson, Kim L. Trembling Earth. Phi lomel, 2004. In 1864, two boys, one an escaped slave 

running toward freedom and the other one a white boy hoping to collect the bounty 
money for capturing him, make their way through Georgia's Okefenokee Swamp. 

 
Spinelli , Jerry. Stargirl . Knopf, 2000. Stargirl, a teen who animates quiet Mica High with her 

colorful personality, suddenly finds herself shunned for her refusal to conform. 
 
Tolkien, J. R. R. The Hobbit, or There and Back Again. First published 1937. Bilbo Baggins, 

a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, l ives comfortably in his hobbit-hole unti l  the day the 
wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to take part in an adventure from which he may 
never return. 

 
Trueman, Terry. Stuck in Neutral . HarperCollins, 2000. Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, 

who suffers from severe cerebral palsy and cannot function, relates his perceptions of 
his life, his family, and his condition, especially as he believes his father is planning to 
kill  him. 

 
Vande Velde, Vivian. Heir  Apparent. Harcourt, 2002. In a future setting, a girl is involved 

playing a "total  immersion" video game in which her mind is integrated with the game. 
What she soon discovers is that the game is broken, and she can only withdraw her 
mind and survive if she wins. 

 
Verne, Jules. 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea. First published 1869. This nineteenth-century 

science fiction tale of an electric submarine, its eccentric captain, and an undersea 
world anticipated many of the scientific achievements of the twentieth century. 

 
Warren, Andrea. Surviving Hitler: A Boy in the Nazi Death Camps. HarperCollins, 2001. 

This biography of Jack Mandelbaum covers the period of his life from 1939 when he 
was a twelve-year-old in Poland to the end of the World War II  and the three years which 
were spent in concentration camps. 

 
Wolff, Virginia Euwer. True Believer. Holt, 2001. Living in the inner city amidst guns and 

poverty, fifteen-year-old LaVaughn finds that life is what you make of it--an occasion to 
rise to. Sequel to Make Lemonade 

 
Woodson, Jacqueline. Hush. Penguin, 2002. Twelve-year-old Toswiah finds her life radically 

changed when her family must enter the witness protection program. 
 
Wynne-Jones, Tim. A Thief in the House of Memory. FSG, 2005. The death of an apparent 

stranger in the Steeple family's old home triggers troubling questions for sixteen-year old 
Declan as he tries to learn the truth about the mother who suddenly left when he was ten. 
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Yancey, Richard. The Extraordinary Adventures of Alfred Kropp. Bloomsbury, 2005. 

An orphaned and geeky teen Alfred Kropp is forced by his unscrupulous uncle 
into stealing a valuable sword that turns out to be Excalibur, which draws him into a 
dangerous and violent adventure. 

 
Yee, Lisa. Stanford Wong Flunks Big Time. Arthur A. Levine, 2005. Named after his 

fatherÕs college, Stanford Wong has pressure to succeed academically and as 
the star of his basketball  team. When he flunks 6th grade, has to go to summer school 
and canÕt go to basketball  camp, he must hide his secret from his friends and get 
tutored by his arch enemy. Sequel to Mil licent Min, Girl  Genius 

 
Yolen, Jane. Girl  in a Cage. Philomel, 2002. Marjorie Bruce, daughter of Robert the Bruce of 

Scotland, has been captured in 1306 by Edward I (Longshanks) of England and placed 
in a cage on public display for months. 

 
Zevin, Gabrielle. Elsewhere.  Fifteen year old Liz Hall is looking forward to getting her driverÕs 

license, falling in love, and just plain growing up.  Her dream is shattered when she is killed in a 
hit-and-run accident.  She fights the fact that she is dead and on her way to Elsewhere, a place 
where people get younger instead of older.   


