Parish Hill High School

Summer ReadingList 2007
Freshmen and Sophomores

The assignment:

Sta ndard Level Classes-
Stu dents should select tw 0 books fr om th e fo llowing list to read.
For each book, the student should complete th e following
acti viti es:

1. Avocabulary list of at least 25 word s with defi niti ons
consiste nt with th e word @ conte xtu al use

2. Three one-page responses to each novel centered around one
of th e following questi ons and giving specifi c te xtu al support .

i. Based on what is happening in this chapter, what do
you think will happen next and why?

ii. How has th e main character changed since th e
beginning of th e novel? What do you think might have
caused this change and why?

iii. What makes this book a good work of literature? Be
sure to discuss various literary devices or te chniques
used by th e auth or.

iv. What do you think about the main character? Why do
you feel this way?

v. If you could change th e beginning or end of this book,
what would you do diffe rentl y? Why? Be specifi c!!

vi. Would you recommend this book to a fri end? Why or
why not? What would you tell them about it to get
th em interested or convince th em it was a waste of
time?

vii. Explain one aspect of this book th at you really like and
why. Then, explain one aspect th at you dislike and
what could be done to improve it.



Advanced Level Classes-
Stu dents should select three books fr om th e following list to read.
Complete assignment
one as writte n for standard level classes. For assignment tw o,
complete five one-page
responses to each novel.

All assignments must be typed and complete on the
first day of school in order to receive credit.

The Books:

Novels:

The A-List B Zoey Dean
The fast times of Beverly Hill's most beautiful and glamorous people drive the page-
turning action of thisjuicy new novel.

The Autograph Man - Zadie Smith
The eponymous Autograph Man is Alex Li-Tandem, an Anglo-Chinese Jew obsessed
with the "Jewish/Goyish" dichotomy he sees everywhere around him. We first
encounter Alex at age 13, attending a wrestling match with his father, Li-Jin, and
discovering the arcane world of the autograph collector. Shortly afterward, Li-Jin
dies from a wildly metastasizing brain tumor. Both events exert a powerful
influence on Alex.

The Bean Trees BDBarbara Kingsolver
Clear-eyed and spirited, Taylor Greer grew up poor in rural Kentucky with the goals
of avoiding pregnancy and getting away. But when she heads west with high hopes
and a barely functional car, she meetsthe human condition head-on. By thetime
Taylor arrivesin Tucson, Arizona, she has acquired a completely unexpected child, a
three-year-old American Indian girl named Turtle, and must somehow come toterms
with both motherhood and the necessity for putting down roots. Hers is a story
about love and friendship, abandonment and belonging, and the discovery of
surprising resources in apparently empty places.

The Bear and the Dragon BTom Clancy
Money makes the world go round. And in Tom Clancy's new Yber-thriller, The Bear
and the Dragon, money -- along with chronic machismo and conflicting cultural
ideology -- spawns a terrible world conflict. No surprises here: The Bear and the



Dragon's 1,000 plus pages hold exactly what Clancy fans are hoping to find. Part
murder mystery, part spy/technothriller, The Bear and the Dragon also offers
suspenseful human drama and a fascinating -- and frightening -- glimpse at how
the wheels within three powerful governments might churn when the threat of
world war looms large.

Big Mouth, Ugly Girl BbJoyce Carol Oates
Ever make a stupid comment or joke, or say something you obviously didn't mean?
Of course you have -- we all have. Was it ever taken out of context? Written in the
wake of some highly publicized school shootings, Big Mouth & Ugly Grltakes a look
at the shock waves that emanate from an overheard comment muttered in
sarcasm, and the overzealous reaction of the school and surrounding community
that follows.

By the River Piedra Sat Down and Wept B Paulo Coelho
Rarely does adolescent love reach its full potential, but what happens when two
young lovers reunite after eleven years? Time has transformed Pilar into a strong
and independent woman, while her devoted childhood friend has grown into a
handsome and charismatic spiritual leader. She has learned well how to bury her
feelings...and he hasturned to religion as a refuge from hisraging inner conflicts.
Now they are together once again, embarking on a journey fraught with difficulties,
aslong-buried demons of blame and resentment resurface after morethan a
decade. But in a small village in the French Pyrenees, by the waters of the River
Piedra, a most special relationship will be reexamined in the dazzling light of some
of life's biggest questions.

The Call of the Wild B Jack London
The adventures of an unusual dog, part St. Bernard, part Scotch shepherd, forcibly
taken to the Klondike gold fields where he eventually becomes the leader of a wolf
pack.

Congo bMichael Crichton
Deep in the African rain forest, near the legendary ruins of the Lost City of Zinj, an
expedition of eight American geologistsis mysteriously and brutally killed in a
matter of minutes.
Ten thousand miles away, Karen Ross, the Congo Project Supervisor, watches a
gruesome video transmission of the aftermath: a camp destroyed, tents crushed
and torn, equipment scattered in the mud alongside dead bodies -- all motionless
except for one moving image -- a grainy, dark, man-shaped blur.

The DaVinci Code b Dan Brown
Robert Langdon is a Harvard professor of symbology who can't stay out of trouble.
Last seen in Angels and Demons (2000), thismild-mannered academic finds himself
entangled in a deadly conspiracy that stretches back centuries. Visiting Paris on
business, he is awakened at 2:00 a.m. by a call from the police: An elderly curator
has been murdered inside the Louvre, and a baffling cipher has been found near
the body. Aided by the victim's cryptologist granddaughter, Langdon begins a



danger-filled quest for the culprit; but the deeper he searches, the more he becomes
convinced that long-festering conspiracies hold the answer to the art lover's death.

Death Watch DRobb White
An exciting novel of suspense, based on a fight tothe finish between an honest and
courageous young man and a cynical business tycoon, who believes that anything
can be had for a price.

Dreamland D Sarah Dessen
After her older sister runs away, sixteen-year-old Caitlin decides that she needsto
make a major change in her own life and begins an abusive relationship with a boy
who is mysterious, brilliant, and dangerous.

The Lost Boy b Dave Pelzer
This is Dave Pelzer's long-awaited sequel to A Child Called "It". In The Lost Boy, he
answers questions and reveals new adventuresthrough the compelling story of his
life as an adolescent. Now considered an F-Child (Foster Child), Dave is moved in and
out of five different homes. He suffers shame and experiences resentment from
those who feel that all foster kids are trouble and unworthy of being loved just
because they are not part of a "real" family.

The Lovely Bones B Alice Sebold
Shockingly original and completely unforgettable, The Lovely Bonesisthe story of a
family devastated by a gruesome murder -- a murder recounted by the teenage
victim. Upsetting, you say? Remarkably, first-time novelist Alice Sebold takes this
difficult material and delivers a compelling and accomplished exploration of a
fractured family's need for peace and closure.

Return of the King BJ. R. R. Tolkien
As the Shadow of Mordor grows acrossthe land, Aragorn isrevealed asthe hidden
heir of the ancient kings. Gandalf miraculously returns and defeats the evil wizard,
Saruman. Sam leaves his master for dead after a battle with the giant spider,
Shelob; but Frodo is still alive --in the hands of the Orcs. And all the while the armies
of the Dark Lord are massing -- and the One Ring comes ever closer to the Cracks of
Doom.

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry BMildred D. Taylor
A black family living in Mississippi during the Depression of the 1930s isfaced with
prejudice and
discrimination which its children do not understand.

The Secret Life of Bees b Sue Monk Kidd
Living on a peach farm in South Carolina with her harsh, unyielding father, Lily
Owens has shaped her entire life around one devastating, blurred memory -the
afternoon her mother was killed, when Lily was four. Since then, her only real
companion has been the fierce-hearted, and sometimes just fierce, black woman
Rosaleen, who acts as her "stand-in mother."



When Rosaleen insults three of the deepest racistsin town, Lily knowsit'stimeto
spring them both free. They take off in the only direction Lily can think of, toward a
town called Tiburon, South Carolina - a name she found on the back of a picture
amid the few possessions left by her mother.

Snow Falling on Cedars b David Guterson
In 1954 a fisherman from San Piedro Island in Puget Sound is found suspiciously
drowned, and a Japanese-American is charged with his murder. The trial is haunted
by memories of what happened tothe Japanese residents during World War Il when
the entire community was sent into exile.

The Solitaire Mystery BbJostein Gaarder
From the acclaimed author of the international bestseller Sophie's World comes a
modern-day odyssey filled with magic and meaning, fantasy and truth. The Solitaire
Mystery weaves an astonishingly original tapestry of tales, both real and imagined,
from the viewpoint of a twelve-year-old boy named Hans Thomas. On a car trip
through Europe with his father, Hans searches for the mother who left them years
ago. At thesametime, heimmerses himself in a fantastic miniature book that only
he can read: the strange, whimsical adventures of a sailor on an island where a deck
of cards has come to life.

The Sun Also Rises - Ernest Hemingway
A brilliant profile of the Lost Generation, Hemingway's first bestseller captureslife
among the expatriates on Paris's Left Bank during the 1920s, the brutality of
bullfighting in Spain, and the moral and spiritual dissolution of a generation.

This Present Darkness B Frank Perreti
Ashton isjust a typical small town. But when a skeptical reporter and a pastor begin
to compare notes, they suddenly find themselves fighting a hideous plot to
subjugate the townspeople--and eventually the entire human race. Ariveting
thriller, This Present Darkness offers a fascinating glimpse into the unseen world of
spiritual warfare.

Uglies B Scott Westerfeld
Tally isabout toturn sixteen, and she can't wait. Not for her license -- for turning
pretty. In Tally's world, your sixteenth birthday brings an operation that turnsyou
from a repellent ugly into a stunningly attractive pretty and catapultsyou into a
high-tech paradise where your only job isto have a really great time. In just a few
weeks Tally will be there.
But Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure she wantsto be pretty. She'd rather risk life on
the outside. When Shay runs away, Tally learns about a whole new side of the pretty
world -- and it isn't very pretty. The authorities offer Tally the worst choice she can
imagine: find her friend and turn her in, or never turn pretty at all. The choice Tally
makes changes her world forever.



1984 b George Orwell
George Orwell's prophetic, nightmarish vision of "Negative Utopia" istimelier than
ever-and itswarnings more powerful.

Historical Fiction:

The Art of War - Sun Tzu
OA clever fighter isone who not only wins, but excelsin winning with ease.0So wrote
Sun Tzu 2,500 years ago, and kings, soldiers, and statesmen have been turning to
the Chinese master for his astute observations ever since.
Sun Tzu® incisive blueprint for battlefield strategy is as relevant to today®
combatantsin business, politics, and everyday life as it once wasto the warlords of
ancient China. The Art of War isone of the most useful books ever written on leading
with wisdom, an essential tool for modern corporate warriors battling to gain the
advantage in the boardroom and for anyone struggling to gain the upper hand in
confrontations and competitions.

Cold Mountain b Charles Frazier
Based on local history and family stories passed down by the author's great-great-
grandfather, Cold Mountainisthe tale of a wounded soldier Inman, who walks away
from the ravages of the war and back home to his prewar sweetheart, Ada. Inman's
odyssey through the devastated landscape of the soon-to-be-defeated South
interweaves with Ada's struggle to revive her father's farm, with the help of an
intrepid young drifter named Ruby. As their long-separated lives begin to converge
at the close of the war, Inman and Ada confront the vastly transformed world
they've been delivered.

The Devil in White City: Murder, Magic and Madness at the Fair that

changed America BDErik Larson
The Devil in the White City draws the reader into a time of magic and majesty, made
all the more appealing by a supporting cast of real-life characters, including
Buffalo Bill, Theodore Dreiser, Susan B. Anthony, Thomas Edison, Archduke Francis
Ferdinand, and others. In thisbook the smoke, romance, and mystery of the Glded
Age come alive as never before.
Erik Larson® gifts as a storyteller are magnificently displayed in thisrich narrative
of the master builder, the killer, and the great fair that obsessed them both.

Night BDElie Wiesel
An autobiographical narrative in which the author describes his experiencesin Nazi
concentration camps, watching family and friends die, and how they led him to
believe that God is dead.

Schindler® List BThomas Keneally



A mesmerizing novel based on the true story of Oskar Schindler, a German
industrialist who saved and succored more than 1000 Jews from the Nazis at
enormous financial and emotional expense.

The Three Musketeers b Alexandre Dum#s
Mixing a bit of seventeenth-century French history with a great deal of invention,
Alexandre Dumastellsthe tale of young D@rtagnan and his musketeer comrades,
Porthos, Athos and Aramis. Together they fight to foil the schemes of the brilliant,
dangerous Cardinal Richelieu, who pretendsto support the king while plotting to
advance hisown power. Bursting with swirling swordplay, swooning romance, and
unforgettable figures such as the seductively beautiful but deadly femme fatale,
Milady, and D@rtagnan® equally beautiful love, Madame Bonacieux, The Three
Musketeers continues, after a century and a half of continuous publication, to
define the genre of swashbuckling romance and historical adventure.

Sci-fi/Fantasy:

Amazonia BDJames Rollins
When Agent Gerald Clark, ClA operative and former special forces soldier, stumbles
out of the Amazon into a small missionary village and dies, the ClAis baffled. Agent
Clark had only one arm when he first came tothe Amazon, but the photograph of
him submitted by a Brazilian morgue shows a corpse with two upper limbs fully
intact.
Nathan Rand has made the Amazon region his home since hisfather led a scientific
mission into the lush green wilderness and never returned -- the some doomed
expedition that took Gerald Clark into the jungle. Now the government wants Note
to follow the elder Rand's trail, accompanied by a team of scientists and a phalanx
of experienced U.S. Rangers.

Andromeda Strain DMichael Crichton
The United States government is given a warning by the pre-eminent biophysicistsin
the country: current sterilization procedures applied toreturning space probes may
be inadequateto guarantee uncontaminated re-entry tothe atmosphere.
Two years later, seventeen satellites are sent into the outer fringes of space to
“collect organisms and dust for study." One of them fallsto earth, landing in a
desolate area of Arizona.
Twelve miles from the landing site, in the town of Piedmont, a shocking discovery is
made: the streets are littered with the dead bodies of the town's inhabitants, as if
they dropped dead in their tracks.

Cat® Cradle PKurt Vonnegut
Cat's Cradle, in which Vonnegut weaves a satirical commentary on modern man and
his madness, isone of the author's most highly praised novels. Filled with humor and
unforgettable characters, thisisthe apocalyptic story of the end of the Earth,
coupled with a vision of the future that is both darkly fantastic and funny.

The Dark EIf Trilogy (Homeland/Exile/Sojourn) B R.A. Salvatore



The first in a series of premiere hardcover editions of Salvatore's classic dark elf
tales.

This stunning new release of the classic R.A. Salvatore novel recountsthe origins of
Salvatore's signature dark elf character Drizzt Do'Urden and isthe first-ever release
of this Forgotten Realms novel titlein hardcover. Thistitle kicks off The Legend of
Drizzt series, which will showcase the classic dark elf novelsin new, deluxe hardcover
editions. Each title features annotations by the author, all-new cover art, and
forewords written by those who have become familiar with Salvatore and Drizzt over
the years.

Dragons of a Fallen Sun (Dragonlance Series) bMargaret Weis and

Tracy Hickman
The people of Krynn have known war in past ages. Some are still alive who remember
the triumph of good at the conclusion of the War of the Lance. Still more remember
the devastation of the Chaos War, which ended the Fourth Age of the world.
But now a new war is about to begin, more terrible than any have known. This war is
one for the very heart and soul of the world itself.

Ender® Game D Orson Scott Card
The Earth isunder attack and the survival of the human species depends on a
military genius who can defeat the alien Gbuggers.ORecruited for military training,
Andrew CEnderOWiggin@® childhood ends the moment he enters his new home: Battle
School. Areader® guide is available for this Starscape editionN
perfect for readersten and upNof the beloved science fiction classic by best -selling
author Orson Scott Card.

Foundation Series Blsaac Asimov
For twelve thousand yearsthe Galactic Empire has ruled supreme. Now it isdying.
But only Hari Sheldon, creator of the revolutionary science of psychohistory, can see
intothe future--to a dark age of ignorance, barbarism, and warfare that will last
thirty thousand years. To preserve knowledge and save mankind, Seldon gathersthe
best mindsin the Empire--both scientists and scholars--and bringsthem to a bleak
planet at the edge of the Galaxy to serve as a beacon of hope for future
generations. He calls his sanctuary the Foundation.
But soon the fledgling Foundation finds itself at the mercy of corrupt warlords
rising in the wake of the receding Empire. Mankind's last best hopeisfaced with an
agonizing choice: submit tothe barbarians and be overrun--or fight them and be
destroyed.

The Gunslinger (The Dark Tower Series) b Stephen King
This heroic fantasy is set in a world of ominouslandscape and macabre menace that
isa dark mirror of our own. A spellbinding tale of good versus evil, it features one of
Stephen King's most powerful creations - The Gunslinger, a haunting figure who
embodies the qualities of a lone hero through the ages, from ancient myth to
frontier western legend.
The Gunslinger's quest involves the pursuit of The Man in Black, a liaison with the
sexually ravenous Alice, and a friendship with the kid from Earth called Jake. Both
grippingly realistic and eerily dreamlike, here is stunning proof of Stephen King's
storytelling sorcery.



The HitchhikersOGuide to the Galaxy DDouglas Adams
Seconds before the Earth isdemolished for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is saved
by Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised Guide. Together they stick out their
thumbstothe stars and begin a wild journey through time and space.

Hocus Pocus B Kurt Vonnegut
A small, exclusive college in upstate New York is nestled along the frozen shores of
Lake Mohiga . ..and directly across from a maximum-security prison. The two
institutions manage to coexist peacefully, until 10,000 prisoners break out and
head directly for the college.

The Illustrated Man b Ray Bradbury
The Illustrated Man is classic Bradbury --a collection of talesthat breathe and
move, animated by sharp, intaken breath and flexing muscle. Here are eighteen
startling visions of humankind's destiny, unfolding across a canvas of decorated
skin--visions as keen as the tattooist's needle and as colorful asthe inks that
indelibly stain the body.

Til We Have Faces BC. S. Lewis
This tale of two princesses - one beautiful and one unattractive - and of the struggle
between sacred and profane love is Lewis's reworking of the myth of Cupid and
Psyche and one of his most enduring works.

Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West b Gregory
Maguire
When Dorothy triumphed over the Wicked Witch of the West in L. Frank Baum's
classic tale, we heard only her side of the story. But what about her arch-nemesis,
the mysterious Witch? Where did she come from? How did she become so wicked? And
what isthe true nature of evil?

Non-Fiction:

Ahmad® War, Ahmad® Peace DMichael Goldfarb
Goldfarb does a fine job of recounting the heady days of Mosul's liberation, and the
collapse of the American-backed effortsto create a liberal society before the
onslaught of theinsurgents. That failure has been documented elsewhere, but it is
particularly stinging to witnessthrough the eyes of someone like Shawkat, who tried
so hard to construct a more humane Irag.

Band of Brothers B Stephen F. Ambrose
They came together in the summer of 1942. It was as good a rifle company as any in
the world. Here isthe story of ECompany -- men who went hungry, froze, and died
for each other --from the rigorous training in Georgia in 1942 to their disbanding in
1945.



Into Thin Air BJohn Krakauer
A childhood dream of someday ascending Mount Everest, a lifelong love of climbing,
and an expense account all propelled writer Jon Krakauer tothe top of the
Himalayas last May. His powerful, cautionary tale of an adventure gone horribly
wrong isa must-read.

Seabiscuit DLaura Hillenbrand
Seabiscuit was an unlikely champion: a roughhewn, undersized horse with a sad
littletail and knees that wouldn't straighten all the way. But, thanksto the efforts
of three men, Seabiscuit became one of the most spectacular performersin sports
history. The rags-to-riches horse emerged as an American cultural icon, drawing an
immense following and becoming the single biggest newsmaker of 1938 --receiving
more coverage than FDR or Hitler. Laura Hillenbrand beautifully rendersthisstory
of one horse's journey from also-ran to national luminary.

Biography/Autobiography/Memoir:

A Child Called It b David Pelzer
Dave Pelzer shares hisunforgettable story of the many abuses he suffered at the
hands of his alcoholic mother and the averted eyes of his neglectful father.
Someone with no onetoturn to, hisdreams barely kept him alive. Through each of
his struggles, readers will find themselves enduring his pain, comforting his
loneliness and fighting for his will to survive.

Chinese Cinderella B Adeline Yen-Mah
A Chinese proverb says, "Falling leavesreturn to their roots." In Chinese Cinderella,
Adeline Yen Mah returnsto her rootstotell the story of her painful childhood and
her ultimate triumph and courage in the face of despair. Adeline's affluent,
powerful family considers her bad luck after her mother dies giving birth to her. Life
does not get any easier when her father remarries. She and her siblings are
subjected tothe disdain of her stepmother, while her stepbrother and stepsister are
spoiled. Although Adeline wins prizes at school, they are not enough to compensate
for what she really yearns for N the love and understanding of her family.

Go Ask Alice banonymous
Alice COULD BE ANYONE. Alice COULD BE SOMEONE YOU KNOW. Alice USES DRUGS. With
over a million copiesin print, Go Ask Alice has become a classic of our time.

She Said OvyesO b Cindy Burnell
Cassie Bernall, a 17-year-old junior at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado,
was a typical teen having a typical day, when tworampaging classmates put a gun
to her head and asked her if she believed in God. She said yes.
With that simple word, the story of Cassie's courage in the face of death was
catapulted into the consciousness of an entire nation. Around the world, people were



quick to call her a martyr. But with all the talk about Cassie's final moment, a far
more remarkable story has been left untold. Until now.

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance b Robert Pirsig
At its heart, the story isall too simple: a man and his son take a lengthy motorcycle
trip through America. But thisisnot a simple trip at all, for around every corner,
through mountain and desert, wind and rain, and searing heat and biting cold,
their pilgrimage leads them to new vistas of self-discovery and renewal.



