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Su m m er R eadi ng L ist  2 00 7  

Fre shm en and Sophom ore s 
 
 
Th e a ssi g n m en t : 
 
Sta ndard  Level  Classes-  

Stu dents  should select tw o books fr om  th e fo l l owing l i st  to  re ad .  
For each book , t he stu dent should com plete  th e fo l l owing 
acti vi ti es: 
 

1 . A vocabulary  l ist  of at least 25 word s wi th  defi n i ti ons 
consiste nt wi th  th e word Õs conte xtu al  use 

 
2 . Thre e one-page re sponses to  each novel  cente re d ar ound one 

of th e f ol l owing questi ons and giving speci fi c te xtu al  support . 
 

i . Based on what i s happening in th is chapte r,  what do 
you th ink  wi l l  happen next and why? 

i i . How has th e m ain char acte r changed since th e 
beginning of th e novel?  Wh at do you th ink  m ight have 
caused th is change and why? 

i i i . Wh at m ak es th is book  a good wor k  of  l i te ra tu re ?  Be 
sure  to  d iscuss vari ous l i te ra ry  devi ces or te chniques 
used by th e auth or . 

i v. Wh at do you th in k  about th e m ain chara cte r?  Wh y do 
you fe el  th is way?   

v. I f you could change th e beginning or end of th is book , 
what would you do di ffe re ntl y?  Wh y?  Be speci fi c!! 

vi . Wo uld you re com m end th is book  t o a fri end?  Wh y or 
why not?   Wh at would you te l l  th em  about i t to  get 
th em  inte re ste d or convince th em  i t was a waste  of 
ti m e? 

vi i . Explain one aspect of th is book  th at you re al ly l i ke and 
why.  Then , expla in one aspect th at you disl i ke and 
what could be done t o im pr ove i t . 

 
 



Advan ced Level  Classes- 
 Stu dents  should select th re e books fr om  th e f ol l owing l i st to  re ad .  
Com plete  assignm ent  

one as wri tte n fo r sta ndar d level  classes.  For assignm ent tw o, 
com plete  fi ve one-page  
re sponses to  each novel . 

 
 
 

Al l  a ssi g n m en t s m u st  b e t y p ed  a n d  co m p l e t e  o n  t h e 
f i r st  d a y  o f  sch o o l  i n  o r d er  t o  r ece i v e  c r ed i t .  

 
 

Th e  Bo o k s: 
 

No v e l s: 
 
Th e A-L i st  Ð Z o ey  Dea n  

The f ast  t im es of  Bever ly Hi l l 's m ost  bea u t i f u l  a n d gl am or ous people dr ive t he pa ge-
t ur ni n g act ion of  t h is j u icy new novel . 

 
Th e Au t o g r a p h  M a n  -  Z a d i e  Sm i t h  

The eponym ous Au t ogr a p h M a n is Alex Li -Ta n dem , an An glo-Chi nese Jew obsessed 
wi t h t he "Jewish / Goyish" d ichot om y he sees ever ywher e ar oun d him . We f i r st  
encoun t er  Alex at  age 1 3 , at t en di n g a wr est l in g m at ch wi t h h is f at her , Li -Ji n, an d 
discover i ng t he ar cane wor ld of  t he au t ogr a p h col lect or . Shor t l y af t er war d, Li -Jin 
d i es f r om  a wi ld ly m et ast asizin g br ai n t um or . Bot h even t s exer t  a power f ul  
inf luence on Alex. 

 

Th e Bea n  Tr ees  Ð Ba r b a r a  K i n g so l v er  
Clear -eyed a n d spi r i t ed, Taylor  Gr eer  gr ew up poor  in r ur al  Ken t ucky wi t h t he goals 
of  avoidi ng pr eg n a ncy an d get t i ng away. But  when she hea ds west  wi t h h i gh hopes 
a n d a b a r ely f unct ional  car , she m eet s t he hu m a n con di t ion hea d -on . By t he t im e 
Taylor  ar r i ves in Tucson, Ar izona , she has acqu ir ed a com plet ely unexpect ed chi l d, a 
t hr ee-year -ol d Am er ica n I n di a n gi r l  nam ed Tu r t le, an d m ust  som ehow com e t o t er m s 
wi t h bot h m ot her hood a n d t he necessi t y f or  pu t t in g down r oot s. Her s is a st or y 
a bou t  love an d f r iendshi p, ab a n donm ent  an d  belongi n g , a n d t he discover y of  
sur p r ising r esour ces in ap p ar en t ly em pt y pl aces. 

 
Th e Bea r  a n d  t h e Dr a g o n  Ð To m  Cl a n c y  

M oney m ak es t he wor ld go r oun d . An d in Tom  Clancy 's new Ÿber -t h r i l ler , The Bear  
a n d t he Dr a gon, m oney -- a long wi t h chr onic m achism o a n d conf l ict ing cul t ur al  
ideology -- sp awns a t er r ib le wor ld conf l ict . No sur p r ises her e: The Bear  an d t he 



Dr a gon 's 1,0 0 0 pl us pa g es hold exact ly wha t  Clancy f ans ar e hopi ng t o f ind . Par t  
m ur der  m yst er y, p ar t  spy/ t ech not hr i l ler , The Bear  a n d t he Dr a gon also of f er s 
suspensef ul  hum a n d r am a a n d a f ascina t i ng -- a n d f r igh t eni n g -- g l im pse at  how 
t he wheels wit h in t hr ee power f ul  gover nm ent s m i gh t  chur n when t he t hr ea t  of  
wor ld war  loom s lar ge. 

 
Bi g  M o u t h ,  Ug l y  Gi r l  Ð Jo y ce  Ca r o l  Oa t es 

Ever  m ake a st upi d com m ent  or  joke, or  say som et hi ng you obviously d i dn 't  m ea n? 
Of  cour se you h ave -- we al l  have. Was i t  ever  t aken out  of  cont ext ? Wr i t t en in t he 
wake of  som e hi ghl y p u bl icized school shoot ings, Bi g Mou t h &  Ugly Gi r l  t akes a look 
a t  t he shock waves t ha t  em a n a t e f r om  an over hear d com m ent  m ut t er ed in 
sar casm , a n d t he over zealous r eact ion of  t he school and su r r oun di n g com m u ni t y 
t ha t  f ol lows. 

 
By  t h e Ri v er  Pi ed r a  Sa t  Do w n  a n d  W ep t  Ð Pa u l o  Co e l h o  

Rar ely does adolescent  love r each i t s f u l l  pot en t i a l , but  wha t  ha p pens when t wo 
youn g lover s r eu ni t e af t er  eleven year s? Tim e h as t r a nsf or m ed Pi lar  int o a st r ong 
a n d i ndepen den t  wom an, whi le her  devot ed chi ldhood f r ien d has gr own int o a 
h a n dsom e an d char ism at ic spi r i t ual  leader . She h as lear ned wel l  how t o bu r y her  
f eel ings . . . an d he has t ur ned t o r el ig ion as a  r ef uge f r om  his r agi n g inner  conf l ict s.  
Now t hey ar e t oget her  once ag ai n , em b ar k i ng  on a jour ney f r au g h t  wit h d i f f icul t ies, 
as long -b ur i ed dem ons of  b l am e an d r esen t m ent  r esur f ace af t er  m or e t ha n a 
deca de. But  i n a sm al l  vi l lage in t he Fr ench Pyr enees, by t he wat er s of  t he River  
Piedr a, a m ost  speci a l  r elat ionshi p wi l l be r eexam i ned in t he dazzl ing l igh t  of  som e 
of  li f e's b i ggest  quest ions.  

 
Th e Ca l l  o f  t h e W i l d  Ð Ja c k  Lo n d o n  

The adven t u r es of  an u n usu al  dog, p ar t  St . Ber nar d , pa r t  Scot ch shep her d , f or cib ly 
t aken t o t he Klon dike gold f ields wher e he even t u al l y becom es t he leader  of  a wolf  
p ack . 

 

Co n g o  Ð M i ch a el  Cr i ch t o n  
Deep in t he Af r ican r a i n f or est , near  t he legen d ar y r u ins of  t he Lost  Cit y of  Zi n j , an 
expedi t ion of  eigh t  Am er ica n geologist s is m yst er iously an d b r u t al l y k i lled i n a 
m at t er  of  m inut es.  
Ten t housa n d m iles away, Kar en Ross, t he Congo Pr oj ect  Su per visor , wat ches a 
g r uesom e video t r ansm ission of  t he af t er m at h : a cam p dest r oyed, t en t s cr ushed 
a n d t or n, equi pm ent  scat t er ed i n t he m u d alon gsi de dea d bodies -- a l l  m ot ionless 
excep t  f or  one m ovin g im a ge -- a g r ai ny, da r k , m an -sh a ped bl ur .  

 
Th e Da Vi n c i  Co d e  Ð Da n  Br o w n  

Rober t  La n g don is a Har var d pr of essor  of  sym bology who can 't  st ay out  of  t r oubl e. 
Last  seen in An gels a n d Dem ons (2 0 0 0), t h is m i ld -m a n n er ed academ ic f inds him sel f  
en t a n gl ed in a dea dly conspi r acy t ha t  st r et ches b ack cent u r ies. Visi t ing Par is on 
b usi ness, he is awak ened at  2 :0 0 a .m . by a cal l  f r om  t he pol ice: An el der ly cur at or  
h as been m ur der ed insi de t he Louvr e, an d a b a f f l ing cipher  has been f oun d near  
t he body. Ai ded by t he vict im 's cr ypt ologist  gr a n d d a u g h t er , Lan g don begi ns a 



d a n g er -f i l l ed quest  f or  t he cul pr i t ; but  t he deeper  he sear ches, t he m or e he becom es 
convi nced t ha t  long -f est er ing conspi r acies hold t he answer  t o t he ar t  lover 's deat h . 

 

Dea t h  W a t ch  Ð Ro b b  W h i t e  
An exci t ing novel of  suspense, based on a f ig h t  t o t he f in ish bet ween a n honest  an d 
cour a geous youn g m a n a n d a cynical b usi ness t ycoon, who bel ieves t ha t  a nyt hi ng 
can be h a d f or  a pr ice. 

 

Dr ea m l a n d  Ð Sa r a h  Dessen  
Af t er  her  older  sist er  r uns away, sixt een -year -old Cai t l in  decides t ha t  she needs t o 
m ak e a m a jor  cha n ge in her  own l i f e an d begi ns an a b usive r elat ionshi p wit h a boy 
who is m yst er ious, br i l l i an t , an d d a n ger ous. 

 

Th e Lo st  Bo y  Ð Da v e Pe l z er  
This is Dave Pelzer 's long -a wai t ed seq uel  t o A Chi ld Cal led "I t ". I n The Lost  Boy, he 
a nswer s quest ions an d r eveals new adven t u r es t hr oug h t he com pel l ing st or y of  h is 
l i f e as an a dolescent . Now consi der ed a n F-Chi ld (Fost er  Chi ld), Dave is m oved in an d 
out  of  f i ve di f f er en t  hom es. He suf f er s sh am e a n d exper iences r esent m ent  f r om  
t hose who f eel t ha t  a l l  f ost er  k ids ar e t r ou ble a n d u nwor t hy of  bei ng loved j ust  
beca use t hey ar e not  pa r t  of  a "r eal " f am ily.  

 

Th e Lo v el y  Bo n es  Ð Al i ce  Seb o l d  
Shockingly or ig inal  an d com plet ely un f or get t a bl e, The Lovely Bones is t he st or y of  a 
f am ily devast a t ed by a gr uesom e m ur der  -- a  m ur der  r ecou nt ed by t he t een a g e 
vict im . Upset t i ng, you say? Rem ar k abl y, f i r st -t im e novel ist  Al ice Sebold t akes t h is 
d i f f icul t  m at er i a l  an d del i ver s a com pel l ing a n d accom plished explor at ion of  a 
f r act ur ed f am ily 's need f or  peace a n d closur e. 

 

Ret u r n  o f  t h e K i n g  Ð J.  R.  R.  To l k i en  
As t he Sha dow of  Mor dor  gr ows acr oss t he la n d , Ar a gor n is r evealed as t he hi dden 
hei r  of  t he ancient  k ings. Gan d al f  m i r aculously r et ur ns an d def ea t s t he evi l  wizar d, 
Sar um a n. Sam  leaves his m ast er  f or  dea d af t er  a ba t t le wi t h t he gi an t  spi der , 
Shelob; bu t  Fr odo is st i l l a l i ve -- i n t he ha n ds of  t he Or cs. An d al l  t he whi le t he ar m ies 
of  t he Dar k Lor d ar e m assi ng -- a n d t he One Ring com es ever  closer  t o t he Cr acks of  
Doom . 

 

Ro l l  o f  Th u n d er ,  Hea r  M y  Cr y  Ð M i l d r ed  D.  Ta y l o r   
A bl ack f am ily l i ving in Mississippi  d ur i ng t he Depr ession of  t he 19 3 0s is f aced wi t h 
p r ej u dice an d  
d iscr im ina t ion which i t s chi ldr en do not  un d er st an d .  

 

Th e Secr et  L i f e  o f  Bees  Ð Su e  M o n k  K i d d  
Living on a peach f a r m  i n Sout h Car ol ina wi t h  her  ha r sh , unyi el d ing f a t her , Li l y 
Owens has sha ped her  ent i r e l i f e ar ou n d one devast a t i ng, b l ur r ed m em or y - t he 
a f t er noon her  m ot her  was k i lled, when Li l y was f our . Since t hen , her  only r eal 
com pa nion has been t he f ier ce-hear t ed, an d som et im es j ust  f ier ce, b l ack wom an 
Rosaleen, who act s as her  "st a n d -i n m ot her ."  



When Rosaleen insul t s t hr ee of  t he deepest  r acist s in t own, Li l y knows i t 's t im e t o 
spr in g t hem  bot h f r ee. They t ake of f  in t he on ly d i r ect ion Li l y can t h i nk  of , t owar d a 
t own cal led Tibu r on, Sout h Car ol ina - a n am e she f oun d on t he back of  a p ict ur e 
am i d t he f ew possessions lef t  by her  m ot her . 

 

 
 
 
Sn o w  Fa l l i n g  o n  Ced a r s  Ð Da v i d  Gu t er so n  

I n 1 9 5 4 a f isher m a n f r om  San Piedr o I slan d in Puget  Sou n d is f oun d suspiciously 
d r owned, an d a Jap a n ese-Am er ican is char ged wi t h h is m ur der . The t r ia l  is ha u n t ed 
by m em or ies of  wh at  ha p p ened t o t he Jap a n ese r esi den t s du r i ng Wor l d War  I I  when 
t he ent i r e com m u ni t y was sent  int o exi le. 

 

Th e So l i t a i r e  M y st er y  Ð Jo st e i n  Ga a r d er  
Fr om  t he accla im ed a u t hor  of  t he int er n a t ional  best sel ler  Sophi e's Wor ld com es a 
m oder n -d a y odyssey f i l l ed wi t h m a gic an d m ea ni n g , f an t asy an d t r ut h . The Sol i t a i r e 
M yst er y weaves an ast onishin gly or ig i nal  t ap est r y of  t a les, bot h r eal a n d im agi ned, 
f r om  t he viewpoint  of  a t welve-year -ol d boy nam ed Ha ns Thom as. On a car  t r ip 
t hr oug h Eur ope wi t h h is f at her , Ha ns sear ches f or  t he m ot her  who lef t  t hem  year s 
a go. At  t he sam e t im e, he im m er ses him sel f  in  a f an t ast ic m ini at u r e book t ha t  only 
he can r ea d : t he st r an ge, whim sical adven t u r es of  a sai lor  on a n islan d wher e a deck 
of  car ds has com e t o l i f e. 

 

Th e Su n  Al s o  R i ses  -  Er n est  Hem i n g w a y  
A b r i l l i ant  pr of i le of  t he Lost  Gener a t ion, Hem in gway 's f i r st  best sel ler  cap t u r es l i f e 
am on g t he exp a t r i at es on Par is's Lef t  Ba nk  dur i ng t he 19 2 0s, t he br u t al i t y of  
b ul l f igh t in g in Sp ai n, a n d t he m or al an d spi r i t ual  d issolut ion of  a gener a t ion. 

 

Th i s  Pr esen t  Da r k n ess  Ð Fr a n k  Per r et i  
Ash t on is j ust  a t ypical sm al l  t own . Bu t  when a skept ical  r epor t er  an d a p ast or  begi n 
t o com par e not es, t hey sud denl y f ind t hem selves f igh t in g a hi deous plot  t o 
sub j u g a t e t he t ownspeople--a n d event u al l y t he en t i r e hum a n r ace. A r i vet i ng 
t hr i l ler , This Pr esen t  Dar k ness of f er s a f ascin a t in g gl im pse int o t he unseen wor l d of  
spi r i t ual  war f a r e. 

 

Ug l i es  Ð Sc o t t  W est er f e l d  
Tal ly i s abou t  t o t ur n sixt een , a n d she can 't  wai t . Not  f or  her  l icense -- f or  t ur ni n g 
p r et t y. I n Tal l y 's wor ld, your  sixt eent h bi r t hd ay b r ings an oper a t ion t ha t  t ur ns you 
f r om  a r epel lent  ugl y int o a st un ni n gly at t r act ive pr et t y an d cat a p ul t s you int o a 
hi g h -t ech par a dise wher e your  only job is t o have a r eal l y gr ea t  t im e. I n j ust  a f ew 
weeks Tal ly wi l l be t her e.  
Bu t  Tal l y 's new f r iend Sh ay isn 't  sur e she wan t s t o be pr et t y. She'd r a t her  r i sk  li f e on 
t he out side. When Sh ay r uns away, Tal l y lear n s a bou t  a whole new side of  t he pr et t y 
wor ld -- an d i t  isn 't  ver y pr et t y . The au t hor i t ies of f er  Tal l y t he wor st  choice she can 
im agi ne: f i nd her  f r iend a n d t u r n her  in, or  never  t ur n p r et t y at  a l l . The choice Tal ly 
m ak es cha n g es her  wor ld f or ever .  

 



1 9 8 4  Ð Geo r g e Or w e l l  
Geor ge Or wel l 's pr ophet ic, n igh t m ar ish vision of  "Neg a t ive Ut opia" i s t im el ier  t ha n 
ever -a n d i t s war ni ngs m or e power f ul . 

 

 
 

Hi st o r i ca l  Fi c t i o n :  
 
The Ar t of War - Sun Tzu 

ÒA clever  f igh t er  is one who not  only wins, bu t  excels in winni n g wi t h ease.Ó So wr ot e 
Su n  Tz u  2,5 0 0 year s ago, a n d k ings, sold ier s, a n d st a t esm en h ave been t ur ni n g t o 
t he Chinese m ast er  f or  h is ast ut e obser va t ions ever  since.  
Sun TzuÕs incisive bluepr i nt  f or  ba t t lef ield st r a t egy is as r eleva n t  t o t odayÕs 
com bat a n t s in b usi ness, pol i t ics, an d ever yd a y l i f e as i t  once was t o t he war lor ds of  
a ncien t  Chi na . The Ar t  of  War  i s one of  t he m ost  usef ul  books ever  wr i t t en on leadi n g 
wi t h wisdom , an essen t i a l  t ool f or  m oder n cor por a t e war r ior s bat t l in g t o gai n t he 
a dva n t a ge in t he boar d r oom  a n d f or  anyone st r ug gl ing t o gai n t he up p er  ha n d i n 
conf r ont a t ions an d com pet i t ions.  

 

 
 
Co l d  M o u n t a i n  Ð Ch a r l es  Fr a z i er  

Based on local h ist or y an d f am ily st or ies passed down by t he au t hor 's gr ea t -g r ea t -
g r a n d f a t her , Cold Moun t ai n i s t he t a le of  a woun ded sol d ier  I nm a n, who walks away 
f r om  t he r ava g es of  t he war  an d b ack hom e t o his pr ewar  sweet hear t , Ad a . I nm a n 's 
odyssey t hr oug h t he devast a t ed lan dscape of  t he soon -t o-be-d ef ea t ed Sout h 
int er weaves wi t h Ad a 's st r u g gle t o r evive her  f at her 's f ar m , wi t h t he hel p of  an 
int r epi d youn g d r i f t er  nam ed Ruby. As t hei r  long -sep ar a t ed l i ves begi n t o conver ge 
a t  t he close of  t he war , I nm a n a n d Ad a conf r ont  t he vast ly t r ansf or m ed wor ld 
t hey 've been del iver ed . 

 

Th e Dev i l  i n  W h i t e  Ci t y :  M u r d er ,  M a g i c  a n d  M a d n ess  a t  t h e Fa i r  t h a t  
ch a n g ed  Am er i ca  Ð Er i k  La r so n  

The Devi l  in t he Whi t e Ci t y dr aws t he r ea der  in t o a t im e of  m agic an d m a j est y, m ade 
al l  t he m or e ap p eal ing by a sup por t i ng cast  of  r eal -l i f e char act er s, inclu di ng 
Bu f f a lo Bi l l , Theodor e Dr eiser , Susa n B. An t hony, Thom as Edison, Ar chd uk e Fr a ncis 
Fer di n a n d , an d ot her s. I n t h is book t he sm oke, r om ance, an d m yst er y of  t he Gi lded 
Age com e al i ve as never  bef or e. 
Er ik  Lar sonÕs gi f t s as a st or yt el ler  ar e m a g ni f icent ly d ispl ayed in t h is r ich na r r a t ive 
of  t he m ast er  bui lder , t he k i l ler , an d t he gr ea t  f a i r  t ha t  obsessed t hem  bot h . 

 

N i g h t  Ð El i e  W i e se l  
An a u t obiogr a p hical na r r a t ive in which t he au t hor  descr ibes his exper iences in Nazi  
concen t r a t ion cam ps, wat chin g f am ily a n d f r ien ds die, a n d how t hey led him  t o 
bel ieve t ha t  God is dea d . 

 

Sc h i n d l er Õs L i st  Ð Th o m a s  K en ea l l y  



A m esm er izing novel based on t he t r ue st or y of  Oskar  Schin dler , a Ger m an 
ind ust r ia l i st  who saved a n d succor ed m or e t ha n 1 0 0 0 Jews f r om  t he Nazis at  
enor m ous f ina ncia l  an d em ot ional  expense. 

 

Th e Th r ee M u sk et eer s  Ð Al ex a n d r e Du m ‡ s 
Mi xi n g a bi t  of  seven t een t h -cen t u r y Fr ench hi st or y wi t h a gr ea t  deal  of  inven t ion, 
Al exa n d r e Du m a s t el l s t he t a le of  youn g DÕAr t ag n a n a n d his m usket eer  com r a des, 
Por t hos, At hos an d Ar am is. Toget her  t hey f igh t  t o f oi l  t he schem es of  t he br i l l i ant , 
d a n g er ous Car di n al  Richel ieu, who pr et en ds t o su p por t  t he k ing whi le p lot t ing t o 
a dva nce his own power . Bur st i ng wi t h swi r l ing  swor dpl ay, swoonin g r om ance, an d 
u n f or get t a bl e f igu r es such as t he sed uct ively bea u t i f u l  bu t  dea dly f em m e f at ale, 
Mi l ady, an d DÕAr t a g n a nÕs equ al ly bea u t i f u l  love, M a d am e Bon acieux, The Thr ee 
M usk et eer s cont inues, af t er  a cent u r y a n d a h al f  of  cont inuous pu bl icat ion, t o 
def i ne t he genr e of  swash b uck l ing r om ance an d hist or ical  adven t u r e. 

 
 

Sc i - f i / Fa n t a sy :  
 
Am a z o n i a  Ð Ja m es  Ro l l i n s  

When Agen t  Ger al d Clar k , CI A oper at ive an d f or m er  special  f or ces sold ier , st um bles 
out  of  t he Am azon i nt o a sm al l  m issionar y vi l la ge a n d dies, t he CI A is baf f led . Agen t  
Clar k  ha d only one ar m  when he f i r st  cam e t o t he Am azon, bu t  t he phot ogr a p h of  
h im  subm i t t ed by a Br azi l ian m or gue shows a  cor pse wi t h t wo up per  l im bs f u l l y 
int act . 
Na t h a n Ra n d h as m ade t he Am azon r egion his hom e since his f at her  led a scient i f ic 
m ission int o t he lush g r een wi lder ness an d never  r et ur ned -- t he som e doom ed 
expedi t ion t ha t  t ook Ger ald Clar k  int o t he j u n gl e. Now t he gover nm ent  wan t s Not e 
t o f ol low t he elder  Ran d 's t r a i l , accom p a nied by a t eam  of  scient ist s an d a ph al a n x 
of  exper ienced U.S. Ra n ger s. 

 

An d r o m ed a  St r a i n  Ð M i ch a el  Cr i ch t o n  
The Uni t ed St a t es gover nm ent  i s g iven a war n ing by t he pr e-em i nent  b iophysicist s in 
t he cou nt r y : cur r en t  st er i l i zat ion pr oced ur es a p pl ied t o r et ur ni n g sp ace pr obes m ay 
be ina d eq u a t e t o gu ar a n t ee uncont am i n at ed  r e-en t r y t o t he at m ospher e. 
Two year s lat er , seven t een sa t el l i t es ar e sen t  in t o t he out er  f r inges of  sp ace t o 
"col lect  or ga nism s a n d d ust  f or  st udy." One of  t hem  f al l s t o ear t h, la n di n g in a 
desol at e ar ea of  Ar izona . 
Twelve m iles f r om  t he lan di n g si t e, in t he t own of  Piedm ont , a shock ing discover y is 
m a de: t he st r eet s ar e l i t t er ed wi t h t he dea d b odies of  t he t own 's i nh a bi t a n t s, as i f  
t hey dr opped dea d in t hei r  t r acks. 

 
Ca t Õs Cr a d l e  Ð K u r t  Vo n n eg u t  

Ca t 's Cr adle, in which Von neg u t  weaves a sat ir ical  com m ent ar y on m oder n m a n a n d 
his m ad ness, is one of  t he au t hor 's m ost  h i ghly pr aised novels. Fi l led wi t h hum or  an d 
u n f or get t a bl e char act er s, t h is is t he apocalyp t ic st or y of  t he en d of  t he Ear t h , 
coupl ed wi t h a vision of  t he f ut ur e t ha t  i s bot h d a r k ly f an t ast ic an d f u n ny. 

 
Th e Da r k  El f  Tr i l o g y  ( Ho m e l a n d / Ex i l e / So j o u r n )  Ð R.A.  Sa l v a t o r e 



The f i r st  in a ser ies of  pr em ier e ha r dcover  edi t ions of  Salva t or e's classic da r k el f  
t a les. 
This st un ni n g new r elease of  t he classic R.A. Sal va t or e novel r ecoun t s t he or ig ins of  
Salva t or e's sign a t u r e da r k el f  char act er  Dr izzt  Do'Ur den a n d is t he f i r st -ever  r elease 
of  t h is For got t en Realm s novel t i t le in ha r dcover . This t i t le k icks of f  The Legen d of  
Dr izzt  ser ies, which wi l l  showcase t he classic da r k el f  novels in new, del uxe h ar dcover  
edi t ions. Each t i t le f eat u r es an not a t ions by t he a u t hor , a l l -new cover  ar t , an d 
f or ewor ds wr i t t en by t hose who h ave becom e f am il iar  wit h Salva t or e an d Dr izzt  over  
t he year s. 

 

Dr a g o n s  o f  a  Fa l l en  Su n  ( Dr a g o n l a n ce Ser i es)  Ð M a r g a r et  W e i s  a n d  
Tr a cy  Hi c k m a n  

The people of  Kr yn n h ave k nown war  i n past  ages. Som e ar e st i l l a l i ve who r em em ber  
t he t r ium p h of  good at  t he conclusion of  t he War  of  t he La nce. St i ll  m or e r em em ber  
t he devast at ion of  t he Chaos War , which en ded t he Four t h Age of  t he wor ld . 
Bu t  now a new war  is abou t  t o begi n , m or e t er r ib le t h a n a ny have k nown. This war  i s 
one f or  t he ver y hear t  an d soul of  t he wor ld i t sel f . 

 

En d er Õs Ga m e Ð Or so n  Sc o t t  Ca r d  
The Ear t h i s un der  at t ack an d t he sur vival  of  t he hum a n species depen ds on a 
m il i t ar y geni us who can def eat  t he al ien Òb u g ger s.Ó Recr ui t ed f or  m i l i t ar y t r a i n i ng, 
An dr ew ÒEn der Ó Wi ggi nÕs chi ldhood en ds t he m om ent  he ent er s h is new hom e: Ba t t le 
School . A r eader Õs gui de is avai lable f or  t h is St a r scape edi t ionÑ  
per f ect  f or  r eader s t en an d u pÑ of  t he beloved science f ict ion classic by best -sel l ing 
a u t hor  Or son Scot t  Car d . 

 

Fo u n d a t i o n  Ser i es  Ð I sa a c  As i m o v  
For  t welve t housa n d year s t he Gal act ic Em pi r e has r u led supr em e. Now i t  is dyi ng . 
Bu t  only Har i  Shel don, cr eat or  of  t he r evolut ion ar y science of  psychohist or y, can see 
int o t he f ut u r e--t o a da r k a ge of  ignor ance, ba r b ar ism , an d war f a r e t ha t  wi l l  last  
t h i r t y t housa n d year s. To pr eser ve knowledge a n d save m a nk i nd , Seldon ga t her s t he 
best  m i nds in t he Em pi r e--bot h scient ist s an d scholar s--a n d br i ngs t hem  t o a bleak  
pl a net  at  t he ed ge of  t he Gal axy t o ser ve as a  beacon of  hope f or  f ut ur e 
gener a t ions. He cal l s h is sanct u ar y t he Foun d a t ion.  
Bu t  soon t he f ledgl in g Foun d a t ion f inds i t sel f  a t  t he m er cy of  cor r up t  war lor ds 
r i sing in t he wake of  t he r ecedi n g Em pi r e. M a nk i nd 's last  best  hope is f aced wi t h an 
a goni zi ng choice: subm i t  t o t he bar b ar i ans an d be over r u n --or  f igh t  t hem  a n d be 
dest r oyed . 

 

Th e Gu n s l i n g er  ( Th e Da r k  To w er  Ser i es)  Ð St ep h en  K i n g  
This her oic f an t asy is set  in a wor ld of  om inous lan dscape a n d m aca br e m en ace t h at  
is a da r k m i r r or  of  our  own. A spel lb i ndi n g t a le of  good ver sus evi l , i t  f eat ur es one of  
St ep hen Ki n g 's m ost  power f ul  cr eat ions - The Gunsl inger , a ha u n t i ng f igu r e who 
em bodies t he q u al i t ies of  a lone her o t hr oug h  t he ages, f r om  ancien t  m yt h t o 
f r ont ier  west er n legen d .  
The Gunsl inger 's quest  involves t he pur sui t  of  The M a n i n Bl ack, a l ia ison wi t h t he 
sexu al ly r avenous Al ice, a n d a f r iendshi p wi t h  t he k id f r om  Ear t h cal led Jake. Bot h 
g r i ppi n gly r eal ist ic an d eer i l y dr eam like, her e is st un ni n g pr oof  of  St ephen Ki n g 's 
st or yt el l ing sor cer y. 



 

Th e Hi t ch h i k er sÕ Gu i d e  t o  t h e  Ga l a x y  Ð Do u g l a s  Ad a m s 
Seconds bef or e t he Ear t h i s dem olished f or  a g al act ic f r eeway, Ar t h u r  Den t  i s saved 
by For d Pr ef ect , a r esear cher  f or  t he r evised Gui de. Toget her  t hey st ick  out  t hei r  
t hum bs t o t he st ar s an d begi n a wi ld jour ney t hr oug h t im e a n d space. 

 

Ho cu s  Po cu s  Ð K u r t  Vo n n eg u t  
A sm al l , exclusive col lege in u pst a t e New Yor k is nest led along t he f r ozen shor es of  
Lak e Mohi ga . . . an d di r ect ly acr oss f r om  a m a xim um -secur i t y pr ison. The t wo 
inst i t ut ions m a n a ge t o coexist  peacef ul l y, un t i l 10,0 0 0 p r isoner s br eak  out  an d 
hea d di r ect ly f or  t he col lege. 

 

Th e I l l u st r a t ed  M a n  Ð Ra y  Br a d b u r y  
The I l lust r a t ed M a n is classic Br ad b ur y --a col lect ion of  t a les t ha t  br eat he an d 
m ove, anim at ed by sh ar p, int ak en b r ea t h a n d f lexi ng m uscle. Her e ar e eigh t een 
st ar t l ing visions of  hum a nk i nd 's dest iny, un f old ing acr oss a canvas of  decor at ed 
sk in --visions as keen as t he t at t ooist 's needl e a n d as color f u l  as t he inks t ha t  
indel ib ly st a in t he body.  

 

Ti l  W e  Ha v e Fa ces  Ð C.  S.  Lew i s  
This t a le of  t wo pr incesses - one bea u t i f u l  an d  one un a t t r act ive - an d of  t he st r ug gle 
bet ween sacr ed a n d pr of ane love is Lewis's r ewor k ing of  t he m yt h of  Cupi d a n d 
Psyche a n d one of  h is m ost  end ur i ng wor ks. 

 

W i c k ed :  Th e L i f e  a n d  Ti m e s o f  t h e W i c k ed  W i t ch  o f  t h e W est  Ð Gr eg o r y  
M a g u i r e  

When Dor ot hy t r ium p hed over  t he Wi cked Wi t ch of  t he West  in L. Fr ank  Ba um 's 
classic t a le, we hear d only her  side of  t he st or y. Bu t  wha t  abou t  her  ar ch -nem esis, 
t he m yst er ious Wi t ch? Wher e di d she com e f r om ? How di d she becom e so wicked? An d 
wh at  i s t he t r ue na t u r e of  evi l? 

 

 

 
No n -Fi c t i o n :  
 
Ah m a d Õs W a r ,  Ah m a d Õs Pea ce  Ð M i ch a el  Go l d f a r b  

Goldf ar b does a f ine job of  r ecoun t in g t he hea dy d ays of  Mosul 's l iber a t ion, an d t he 
col lapse of  t he Am er ica n -b acked ef f or t s t o cr ea t e a l iber al  societ y bef or e t he 
onsl au g h t  of  t he insu r gen t s. Tha t  f a i lur e has been docum ent ed elsewher e, bu t  i t  is 
p a r t icul ar ly st ingi ng t o wi t ness t hr oug h t he eyes of  som eone l ike Sh awk at , who t r ied 
so har d t o const r uct  a m or e hum a ne I r a q . 

 
Band of Brothers Ð Stephen F. Ambrose 

They cam e t oget her  i n t he sum m er  of  19 4 2 . I t  was as good a r i f le com pa ny as a ny in 
t he wor ld. Her e is t he st or y of  E Com pa ny -- m en who wen t  hu n gr y, f r oze, an d died 
f or  each ot her  -- f r om  t he r igor ous t r a i n ing i n  Geor gi a in 19 4 2 t o t hei r  d isba n di n g in 
1 9 4 5 . 



 

I n t o  Th i n  Ai r  Ð Jo h n  K r a k a u er  
A chi ldhood dr eam  of  som ed ay ascen di n g Mou n t  Ever est , a l i f elong love of  clim bi ng, 
a n d a n expense accou nt  a l l  pr opel led wr i t er  Jon Kr ak a uer  t o t he t op of  t he 
Him al ayas last  M ay. His power f ul , cau t ionar y t a le of  an adven t ur e gone hor r ib ly 
wr ong is a m ust -r ea d . 

 

Sea b i sc u i t  Ð La u r a  Hi l l en b r a n d  
Sea biscui t  was a n unl ikely ch am pion : a r oug h hewn, un der sized hor se wi t h a sad 
l i t t le t a i l  an d knees t ha t  wouldn 't  st r a i gh t en al l  t he way. Bu t , t ha nks t o t he ef f or t s 
of  t hr ee m en, Sea biscui t  becam e one of  t he m ost  spect acul ar  per f or m er s in spor t s 
h ist or y. The r ags-t o-r iches hor se em er ged as an Am er ican cul t ur al  icon, dr awi ng a n 
im m ense f ol lowing a n d becom ing t he single big gest  newsm ak er  of  19 3 8 -- r eceiving 
m or e cover a ge t h a n FDR or  Hi t ler . La ur a Hi l len br a n d bea u t i f u l l y r en der s t h is st or y 

of  one hor se's jour ney f r om  also-r a n t o na t ional  lum i nar y. 
 
 

Bi o g r a p h y / Au t o b i o g r a p h y / M em o i r :  
 
A Ch i l d  Ca l l ed  I t  Ð Da v i d  Pe l z er  

Dave Pelzer  shar es his un f or get t a bl e st or y of  t he m any a b uses he suf f er ed at  t he 
h a n ds of  h is a lcohol ic m ot her  a n d t he aver t ed  eyes of  h is negl ect f u l  f at her . 
Som eone wi t h no one t o t ur n t o, h is dr eam s bar ely kept  h im  al i ve. Thr ou g h each of  
h is st r ug gles, r eader s wi l l  f ind t hem selves en d ur i ng his p ai n, com f or t ing his 
lonel iness an d f ig ht i ng f or  h is wi l l t o sur vive. 

 
 
Ch i n ese  Ci n d er e l l a  Ð Ad e l i n e  Yen -M a h  

A Chinese pr over b says, "Fal l ing leaves r et ur n t o t hei r  r oot s." I n Chi nese Cinder el la, 
Adel ine Yen M a h r et u r ns t o her  r oot s t o t el l  t he st or y of  her  pai nf ul  chi l dhood an d 
her  u l t im at e t r ium p h a n d cour a g e in t he f ace of  desp ai r . Adel ine's af f luen t , 
power f ul  f am ily consi der s her  ba d luck af t er  her  m ot her  d ies giving bi r t h t o her . Li f e 
does not  get  any easier  when her  f at her  r em a r r ies. She an d her  sib l ings ar e 
sub j ect ed t o t he disdai n of  her  st epm ot her , whi le her  st epbr ot her  a n d st epsist er  ar e 
spoi led . Al t houg h Adel ine wins pr izes at  school, t hey ar e not  enou g h t o com pensa t e 
f or  wha t  she r eal l y year ns f or  Ñ t he love an d u n der st a n di n g of  her  f am ily. 

 

Go  Ask  Al i ce  Ð a n o n y m o u s 
Al ice COULD BE ANYONE. Al ice COULD BE SOM EONE YOU KNOW. Al ice USES DRUGS. Wi t h 
over  a m i l l ion copies in pr i nt , Go Ask Al ice h as becom e a classic of  our  t im e. 

 

Sh e  Sa i d  ÒYesÓ Ð Ci n d y  Bu r n el l  
Cassie Ber n al l , a 17 -year -ol d j u nior  at  Colum b ine Hi gh School in Li t t let on, Color ado, 
was a t ypical t een h avi n g a t ypical d ay, when t wo r am p a gi n g cl assm at es p ut  a gu n 
t o her  hea d a n d asked her  i f  she bel ieved in God . She said yes.  
Wi t h t ha t  sim ple wor d, t he st or y of  Cassie's cour a ge in t he f ace of  dea t h was 
cat a p ul t ed int o t he consciousness of  an ent i r e na t ion . Ar ou n d t he wor ld, people wer e 



q uick t o cal l  her  a m ar t yr . Bu t  wi t h a l l  t he t a lk  abou t  Cassie's f inal  m om ent , a f ar  
m or e r em ar k a ble st or y has been lef t  un t old. Un t i l  now. 

 

Zen  a n d  t h e Ar t  o f  M o t o r cy c l e  M a i n t en a n ce Ð Ro b er t  Pi r s i g  
At  i t s hear t , t he st or y is a l l  t oo sim ple: a m a n a n d his son t ake a leng t hy m ot or cycle 
t r ip t hr oug h Am er ica. Bu t  t h is i s not  a sim ple t r ip at  a l l , f or  ar oun d ever y cor ner , 
t hr oug h m ou n t ai n an d deser t , wind a n d r ai n, an d sear i ng hea t  a n d bi t in g cold, 
t hei r  p i lgr im age lea ds t hem  t o new vist as of  sel f -d iscover y an d r enewal . 

 


